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Dear Friends,
Happy 40th birthday to Parks & Trails New York!

A big anniversary comes with some serious stock-taking, and we 
doubled-down in 2025, ensuring that our work is truly aligned with the 
needs of our community and our network of parks, trails, and public lands.

In 2025 we undertook a strategic planning initiative, getting critical 
feedback from partners, supporters, and other stakeholders to best 
understand who we are, what we’ve accomplished, and where we should 
be going. And the feedback? We are a trusted partner who is accessible 
and has an outsized impact. As an organization deeply committed to the 
relationships we hold, we couldn’t have received a better anniversary 
present!

And we carried that energy into our work this past year. Thanks to our 
dedicated advocacy, we saw a critical increase in our Park and Trail 
Partnership Grant Program ($2.5m!) and the Connect Kids to Parks 
Program ($3.8m!) which gets Title I schoolchildren out into nature to 
learn. Investments like these are crucial for the wellbeing not only of New 
York’s public lands, but the communities who rely on them.

We also hosted the first Greenways Conference in a decade, bringing 
together 200 trail planners, advocates, government o�cials and 
community leaders in Kingston to ideate a strong path forward for New 
York’s greenways network. And the outcomes? A very happy, and 
engaged, group of trail stewards committed to the future of the economic, 
environmental, and community health an expanded trail network will 
bring. The Greenways Conference helped us prime the proverbial pump 
for the next massive investment in New York’s multi-use trails, and with a 
strong coalition behind us, PTNY is ready for the fight.

And you’ve been beside us every step of the way. We are only as strong 
as our dedicated supporters who are with us year-in and -out, making all 
of this vital work possible.  Your support has helped to build a 
nation-leading network of parks, trails, and public lands!

We are so grateful to our community, our partners, and YOU for the past 
40 years of impact, and we are so excited to step into the next 40 with an 
amazing group of advocates and supporters. With a new strategic plan 
under our belts, we have some big goals for the next five years: a 
game-changing investment in our greenways network, getting more New 
Yorkers engaged in advocating and caring for our public lands, and 
increasing vital funding for our State Parks.

Here’s to all the amazing things we can accomplish together! 

With all our appreciation, 

Paul Steely White
Executive Director

Nadine Lemmon
Board Chair
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40 Years of Parks 
& Trails New York

PTNY launches the Genesee 
Valley Greenway project a key 
partner in PTNY’s Trail Towns 
initiative for western New York.

1991
PTNY hosts the first Canal 
Clean Sweep. Today, CCS 
brings together hundreds 
of volunteers to care for 
the Canalway Trail.

2005

PTNY launches Cycle the Erie Canal, 
our iconic cross-state bike ride. Each 
July, hundreds of cyclists travel 400 
miles from Bu�alo to Albany.

1999

PTNY organizes a grassroots 
coalition to prevent 88 State 
Parks from closing due to the 
budget crisis.

2010
PTNY pilots grant funding 
for grassroots groups 
caring for public lands and 
forms today’s Park & Trail 
Partnership Grant program.

2014

PTNY holds the first ever I Love 
My Park Day, which has since 
grown to be the state’s largest 
single-day volunteer event.

2012

Decades of advocacy for trail 
connectivity in the state come to 
fruition with the opening of the 
longest greenway trail in the 
nation—the Empire State Trail.

2020
The NYS Environmental 
Protection Fund reaches a 
record high, securing $425 
million in the state budget. 

2025

PTNY launches the Empire State 
Trail Towns Program and inducts 
the Village of Brockport as our 
inaugural Trail Town.

2022
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The first convening of its kind in over a decade, the Empire State Greenways Conference brought together more 
than 200 trail planners, advocates, government o�cials, and community leaders from across the state. Held 
October 15–17, 2025 in Kingston, NY, the Conference marked a defining moment for New York’s growing greenway 
movement, priming advocates to fight for the next major investment in New York’s multi-use trail network.

Over three energizing days of field visits, workshops, and discussions, attendees explored not just where the 
greenways network stands today, but where it is headed next. The message was clear… New York is at a pivotal 
point, and the decisions made now will shape the next decade of trail development.

The conference struck a celebratory tone while also leaning into urgency. Across sessions, five major themes 
emerged: access and accessibility, sustainable funding, advocacy and promotion, thoughtful planning and design, 
and community safety. Together, they reflect a growing recognition that greenways are more than recreational 
amenities; they are essential community and economic infrastructure that connect people, places, and 
opportunities.

Several key takeaways are now helping guide PTNY’s work moving forward.

First, the need for dedicated, reliable statewide funding stood out as a top priority. While many trail projects are 
shovel-ready, progress often stalls without consistent investment. Participants emphasized that funding must extend 
beyond construction to include long-term maintenance—ensuring trails remain safe, welcoming, and well cared for 
over time.

Second, there was strong alignment around designing trails as part of a broader active transportation network. 
This means thinking beyond standalone segments and instead building systems that connect communities to 
schools, transit, workplaces, and downtowns. Safe crossings, accessible design, and data-informed planning all play 
a role in making trails viable for everyday use, not just recreation.

Collaboration also emerged as a cornerstone of success. The conference highlighted that a seamless, statewide 
greenway network cannot be built in isolation. It requires coordinated partnerships among state agencies, local 
governments, nonprofits, land trusts, utilities, and community groups. Thanks to PTNY and partners’ work, many of 
these collaborations are already taking shape, demonstrating what is possible when stakeholders align around a 
shared vision.

Finally, while the short-term federal funding outlook may be uncertain, momentum at the state and local levels 
is strong. Rather than waiting, communities are preparing by advancing plans, building partnerships, and 
positioning projects to move quickly when resources become available.

In many ways, the conference marked a shift. Instead of asking why greenways matter, focus moved to delivering 
them e�ectively and equitably while prioritizing growing New York’s network. It was a celebration of progress, but 
also a rallying point for what comes next.

And what comes next will–if advocates are successful—be truly transformative. PTNY and partners are actively 
working toward the next massive investment in New York’s greenway network, focusing on creating 1,200 more 
miles of trail to connect tens of thousands of New Yorkers to the economic, health, and community benefits of active 
transportation infrastructure.

PTNY CONVENES FOR 
GREENWAYS GROWTH

Uniting Advocates
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You might know that the Erie Canal celebrated its 200th anniversary in 
2025, but did you know that one of PTNY’s core volunteer events also 
enjoyed a pivotal birthday?

Canal Clean Sweep (CCS)–PTNY’s Earth Day cleanup of New York’s 
Canalway Trails–celebrated 20 years from April 18-20! CCS, run in 
partnership with New York State Canal Corporation, has been a 
community staple for two decades now, preparing these beloved 
greenway trails for the influx of spring and summer visitors (an estimated 
3.97m in 2024!). 2025 saw more than 150 clean-up events held, with an 
estimated turnout of over 2,000 volunteers.

CCS has made a huge di�erence for the 291 miles of Canalway Trails 
since its inception and has grown accordingly. Originally a two-week 
event, CCS was meant to highlight the significance of the Erie Canal 
System as a recreational land tourism destination in New York. Now, it 
takes place over three days, and 2025 saw 2,417 volunteers collect 
more than 48,132 lbs of trash and donate 7,251 hours. CCS creates a 
sense of ownership of local trails for communities and has led to the 
creation of 11 Adopt-A-Trail groups, such as the Rotary Club of Rochester 
Southwest, an inclusive and diverse group of change makers. Since 
September 2020, the club has adopted a two-plus mile stretch of the 
Canalway trail in southwest Rochester. They routinely beautify the trail 
on the third Saturday of each month and organize an annual event along 
the Canalway and Genesee Riverway Trails called Roc River Ride.

Celebrating Major Clean Sweep 
and Erie Canal Anniversaries
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Want to get involved? Contact Rebecca at rmurray@ptny.org

Breaking Report for 2026
PTNY, along with partners State Parks, the Hudson River Valley Greenway, and NYS Canal 
Corporation, is undertaking a first-of-its-kind study to determine the impacts of New York’s 
greenway networks.

Begun in 2025 with LaBella Associates and the Institute for Transportation Research and 
Education at North Carolina State University, the study will assess how trails support tourism, 
local businesses, regional economies, and community health across the state. It will 
underscore the growing role that trail infrastructure plays in strengthening communities and 
the state economy, and may be the most comprehensive study of greenways’ impact in the 
United States to date.

Given PTNY and partners’ focus on winning the next major investment in the New York’s 
greenways network–a goal of $1-$2b over the next five years–the Economic Impact Report will 
be a critical resource in arguing for such transformational funding.  

The Report’s release is planned for June 2026, so keep your eyes peeled for this vital piece of 
advocacy support!



• Become a Member 
• Donate (and get your employer 

to match!)
• Give at the o�ce through 

EarthShare.org 
• Give Stock, Mutual Funds, or 

support PTNY through your 
Donor Advised Fund

• Become a Park & Trail 
Champion with a recurring 
monthly gift

• Create a legacy by including 
PTNY in your planned giving 

6 WAYS TO SUPPORT

ptny.org/get-involved/
ways-to-give

Help Advance Our Work

• Volunteer for Canal Clean 
Sweep or I Love My Park Day 

• Join us in advocating for your 
favorite places 

• Join a Park or Trail Friends 
Group

• Adopt a Trail 
• Sign up to receive updates on 

important park and trail issues 
and newsletters full of new 
outdoor places to explore 

5 WAYS TO GET 
INVOLVED

ptny.org/get-involved/
volunteer 

Show Up For Public Lands

�

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
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Operating Expenses

$2,629,286
TOTAL EXPENSES

$2,478,346
TOTAL REVENUE

Operating Support & Revenue

Programs—Conservation, Education, & Advocacy

Fundraising    

Management & General   

Program Revenue     

Grants        

Other      

Individual, Foundation & Corporate Contributions 

17%

7%

76%

17%

5%

39%

39%

$944,202

$420,413

$134,644

$979,087 $1,994,322 

$455,486

$179,478



GEORGE W. PERKINS CIRCLE
Richard & Gail Anderson
Je�rey & Louise Bender
AD Bhatia
Julie Mae Blackburn
Ronald & Jennifer Bourque
Anne P. Cabot
Christopher Davis
Michael Drinkard & Jill Eisenstadt
Mark Gorton
Frederick Harris
Angela Julien
Jon Laqueur
Peter Lehner & Fritz Beshar
Nadine Lemmon
Elizabeth Martyn & Michael 
Ryzewic
Judy & Eric Mower
Stephen Pagano
A. Joseph Scott, III and Colleen M. 
O’Connell
Gail Serventi
Christine Standish & Christopher 
Wilk
Lucy R. Waletzky
Curt Weinstein

STEWARDS 
Michael & Samantha Annunziata
Robert Basch & Barbara Etzel
Peter & Melinda Beuf
Peter Brown
Karl Chen
Lynn Cheung
Kim Elliman & Jennifer 
Cunningham
Patrick & Kara Dennis
John Doherty
Stanley Komaro� & Susan Dubner
Karen Foxwell
Peter Frishauf & KC Rice
William Gehris
Peter & Barbara Georgescu
Paul Gertner & Rochelle Serwator
Martin Ginsburg
Mary Gitnick
Frances Gotcsik
Je�rey & Paula Gural
Laura Hansen & Jim Stubbs
Marjorie & Gurnee Hart
Thomas & Grace Holmes
William C. Janeway
Robert Kafin
Mary Beth Kelly
Kenny Kirsch
Harvey & Debbie Kliman
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Rich Miller
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Michael Reed
Mark Wilson & Denise Rempe
Larry Rockefeller
Nicolas S. Rohatyn
Greg & Betsy Russell
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Levi
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Edward J. Thompson
Theo van der Zee
Bruce Wells
Eric Whiting
Paul Winkeller
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Steven Babbitt
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Wendy Feuer
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Eric & Kuki Haines
Michael Harney
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Rose Harvey
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Michael R. Herzog
Liz & Alan Ja�e
Edward King
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Robert Kotch
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Roger & Rose Linscott
Carol Yun & Eric Mankin
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Candace Marsellus
Juan Martinez
Joanne & Kevin Martyn
Susan McCuen
Barbara McGinn
Charles Miers
Greg Mondshein
David & Lori Moore
Annie O'Neill
Fred & Anne Osborn III
Peter S. Paine, Jr.
Steven Pruschki
Elizabeth Regan
Robert Reinhardt
Richard Remmer
Peter & Mary Ellen Robison
Mark T. Ryan
Harriet Savage
Susan Schuur
Sigi Schwinge
Susan B. Sorotsky
Robert & Susan Tafel
Michael Tannen
Doria Tenca
William Thompson
Alfredo Torres
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Alan Vincent
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Karin Weisburgh
Paul White
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Rebecca Young

SUPPORTERS
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Kas Jaloszynski
Mark Jauquet & Mickie 
Sanders-Jauquet
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Stephanie Karp
Arthur Kean
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Daniel Kirk-Davido�
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Peter Kopf
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Michael A. Kubishen
Jim Kucharczyk
Vincent Lamenzo
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Allen Leavens
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Danielle Losonci
Shelley Kaplan & Stephen Lyle
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Alex Matthiessen
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Ann McPartlin
Paul Meehan
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David Miller
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Andrew Morang
Robert Murrett
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Earl Naue
Padraic Neville
Brett Nordman
Nancy L. Olsen
Je� & Margo Olson
Judith O'Rourke
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Natalie Partridge
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Carol A. Peterson
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Jim & Jenny Quirk
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Barbara & Andrew Reese
Janet Reilly
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Nina & Russell Rothman
Betty Salzberg
Joseph Salzone
Leslie Schaus
Paul & Barbara Schmeid
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Lacey Seidman
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David Spink
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William Starita
Robin Steron
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Carolyn Whitfield
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CORPORATE, FOUNDATION & 
ORGANIZATION SUPPORT
Adam D White, PLLC
American Online Giving 
Foundation
American Nurses Association - 
New York
Areté Structures LLC
Athletic Brewing Company
Bank of America Charitable 
Foundation
Barton & Loguidice, Engineers, 
Landscape Architects, Planners
Basin Trading Co. / Pittsford Victor 
LLC
Beardsley Architects + Engineers
Bedford Reinforced Plastics
BFJ Planning
Bicycle World
Bike Walk Alliance
Bloomberg Philanthropies
CCDS Sport Event
Cloudsplitter Foundation
Comfy Campers

Consolidated Edison Company of 
NY
CyberGrants LLC
EarthShare NY
Eugene M. Lang Foundation 
Families for Safe Streets
Fidelity Charitable Foundation
Friends of Allegany State Park
Friends of Connetquot
Friends of Knox Farm State Park
Friends of Midway State Park, Inc.
Friends of the Genesee Valley 
Greenway, Inc.
GE Vernova Foundation
Give Lively
Goldman Sachs Matching Gifts 
Program
H2M architects + engineers
Harlem Valley Rail Trail Association
Harney & Sons Fine Teas
Hudson Highlands Fjord Trail
IBEW Local Union #1249
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
LaBella Associates
Little Stony Point Citizens 
Association
Mark L. Serventi Family Foundation
M&T Bank Charitable Foundation
MNLA, P.C.
Momentive Performance Materials
National Grid
New York Bicycling Coalition
Norfolk Southern Matching Gift 
Program
Onondaga Cycling Club
Open Space Institute
Overhills Foundation
PayPal Giving Fund
Planting Fields Foundation
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation
Renaissance Charitable 
Foundation
Saratoga Associates
State Street Matching Gift Program
The Community Foundation for the 
Greater Capital Region
The Durst Organization
The Gunk Foundation
The LA Group Landscape 
Architecture and Engineering PC
The LiRo Group
The Progressive Insurance 
Foundation
The Richenthal Foundation
The Trust for Public Land
The Walt Disney Company
The Weinreb-Berenda-Carter 
Foundation
Thomas L. Kempner, Jr., 
Foundation, Inc.
Vanguard Charitable Foundation
Verity Engineering, D. P. C.
Wegmans

GOVERNMENT
Cayuga County Convention & 
Visitors Bureau
Discover Albany
Discover Schenectady
Empire State Development & 
Market NY
Erie Canalway National Heritage 
Fund
Hudson River Valley Greenway
Madison County Tourism
Natural Heritage Trust
NYS Canal Corp.
NYS O�ce of Parks, Recreation, 
and Historic Preservation
Orleans County Tourism
Ulster County Tourism
Visit Montgomery County, NY
Village of Chittenango Trails
Visit Syracuse
Wayne County Tourism

PARK & TRAIL CHAMPIONS
William Aghassi
Je� Bloom
Judy Breslau
David Brownell
Chas Bruner
Cathryn Buck
Emily Burgess
David Caplan
Daniel Chapman
Frances Chisholm
Linda Collins
Susan Culver
Mark Dantini
Beth Deitrick
Christa DeOliveira
Jill Fruchter
Andy Fyfe
Patrick Graham
Jules Hoepting
Stephen Kelly
Carolyn Kyle
Julia D. Lavarnway
Elise Lieberman
Paula Lomasney
John Mitchell

Eric Moring
Stan Myers
Elizabeth O'Mara
Fred Osborn
Susan Pernick
Carol A. Peterson
Bob Polkinghorn
Andrea Ratay
Matthew Reich
Janet Reilly
Joseph Salzone
Darrel Schoeling
Oren Sheinman
Christine Stelzer
Robin Steron
Harold Tarry
Peter G Tomasi III
Kim Van Orden
Mark Vermilyea
Henry E. Vitale

TRIBUTES
In Memory of Brian Adams, from 
Cynthia Adams
In Memory of Chris Baker, from 
Nancy Petersen
In Memory of Dolly Berhnardt, from 
David Bernhardt
In Memory of Roger Brooks, from 
David Brooks
In Memory of Lynn A. Campbell, 
from Thaddea-Julie Guzman
In Memory of Thomas Casey, from 
Janet Marie Soley
In Honor of Lynn Cheung, from 
Ramyata Joshi
In Memory of Tim Cooper, from 
Melynda Lee
In Memory of Caroline W. Dawson, 
from Dr. James C. Dawson
In Memory of Rose & Basil Deitrick, 
from Beth Deitrick
In Honor of Robin Dropkin, from 
Nina & Russell Rothman
In Honor of Robin Dropkin, from 
Dick Dropkin
In Honor of Robin Dropkin, from 
Wallace Elton
In Honor of Robin Dropkin, from 
Vinson Friedman
In Memory of Richard & Theresa 
Eckert, from Michelle Ranado
In Memory of Susan G. Glasheen, 
from Lawrence Glasheen
In Memory of Alan Herbert Day 
Haight, from Barbara McGinn
In Memory of Laura Hasko, from 
Constance & Dave Hasko
In Honor of Brian Howald, from 
Robin Howald
In Honor of Brett Je�ery, from Kent 
Je�ery
In Honor of Climate Justice, from 
Carolyne White
In Honor of Robert J. Kafin, from 
Nancy Cardozo
In Honor of Marc Lanciault, from 
Abraham & Susan Chasno�
In Memory of Flora Lawy, from Ruth 
Blash
In Honor of Nadine Lemmon, from 
Alex Matthiessen
In Honor of Elizabeth Martyn, from 
Susan & John Ryzewic
In Memory of Mary & Earl Myatt, 
from Mary Anne Petrie
In Memory of Carl Henry Nacht, 
from Mary Beth Kelly
In Memory of Lee Potter, from 
Edwin Potter
In Honor of Joe Pow, from Andrew 
Pow
In Memory of Dan Rehberg, from 
Barbara Rehberg
In Honor of Eileen Scheier, from 
Michelle Chank
In Memory of Scott Sherwood, 
from Belinda O’Brien
In Honor of Public Spaces, from 
Matthew Rogers
In Memory of John Starita, from 
William Starita
In Honor of The Breakaway (A 
Novel), from David Kramer
In Honor of Paul Steely White, from 
Martin Ginsburg
In Honor of Paul Steely White, from 
Matthew Reich
In Memory of Richard White-Smith, 
from Jan Olin Altschuller
In Memory of Richard White-Smith, 
from Alexandra Schmidt
In Memory of Richard White-Smith, 
from Judy and Al Dannes
In Memory of Richard White-Smith, 
from Marcia Liebich
In Memory of Richard White-Smith, 
from John Eberle
In Memory of Peter Yao, from 
Cindy Yao
In Memory of Tucker, from Anita 
Vogely

Thank You to Our Members & Donors
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1 Steuben Place
Albany, NY 

12207

www.ptny.org
ptny@ptny.org
(518) 434-1583

"In the spring, at the end of the day, 
you should smell like dirt." 
Margaret Atwood

"PTNY's Greenways Conference 
was a home run. It brought 
together luminaries in the trails 
world from across the state, 
creating a phenomenal momentum 
to lead the charge for expanding 
our network. We've already seen 
amazing ripples. I'm excited for its 
continued impact!"

Erik Kulleseid
President & CEO
Open Space Institute

Find us on


