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What a year of changes. What a time of growth.

To say 2023—the lead-up year to 2024’s Centennial for State Parks—was a full one
would be an understatement. From the loss of our inimitable, long-standing
Executive Director Robin Dropkin to launching our inaugural Cycle the Hudson
Valley tour and much more, 2023 was full of joys, challenges, and sorrows.

But our public lands were there for us through all of it.

You may have heard the terms “joy” and “awe” from us many times when speaking
of our parks, trails, and other public green spaces. While descriptive, these words
can also be amorphous and hard to pin down. But honestly, that’s because they’re
working to define more than 84 million individual experiences in our NY State
Parks alone... over 3.95 million trips—short or long—on our Canalway Trails.

Each of those experiences, from an evening jog to a month-long sojourn on the Erie

Canalway Trail, is deep, meaningful, and personal. While we do a lot at PTNY,
especially with a small team, our real and main goal is to ensure there are more
of these undefinable, joyous experiences throughout our state for more and more
communities.

That’s why you, a dedicated supporter and lover of our public green spaces, are so
important to our work and vision. You are the partner beside us as we help
nonprofit groups create the best eclipse events, you're with us as we work with
trailside communities to build strong economies across the state, you lift with us
during flagship statewide volunteer events like I Love My Park Day and Canal
Clean Sweep.

You help us create all these individual, joyful, awe-filled experiences happening
every day in our public lands.

So thank you. Thank you for being with us in fair times and foul. Thank you for
building that joy, awe, and dedication to a truly connected, accessible, and

bountiful network of public green spaces.

We are so grateful to celebrate and build with you—for our communities now and
for the future generations to come.

With awe, joy, and appreciation,

Jeff Bender
Board Chair

Paul Steely White
Executive Director
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$1.8 million

in Park and Trail Partnership Grants

27 projects funded in advance of NYS Parks’
Centennial

$352,000 leveraged in private matching funds

8,000+

volunteers from across the state
300+ events at NYS parks & trails
30,000 service hours to public lands

$250 million

request for Parks Capital funding

$90 million request for DEC Adventure NY
Capital funding

$400 million for the Environmental Protection
Fund—3$2 million for the Park and Trail Partner-
ship Grants

$354 million request for State Parks Operations
for an additional 237 full-time Parks staff

84+ million

visits to State Parks

6% increase over 2022

Economic impact on par with the agricultural
industry

$3.7 billion in benefit for NYS created annually!

0

800+

miles logged

1,000 cyclists hosted

25 years of Cycle the Erie Canal

1 year of Cycle the Hudson Valley

VN
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3.9+ million

visits to the Canalway Trail System

97,000+ visits to the Genesee Valley Greenway
14 Trail Towns established

$50,000 distributed in grants

108,000+ guests hosted




Celebrating 8 years in 2023, PTNY’s Park and Trail Partnership Grants (PTPG) are working harder than ever to

support the stewardship groups caring for our public lands. With more than 220 projects funded, investing
$8.1 million in grants and leveraging $3.1 million in private matching funds, this small grants program
packs a BIG impact! And in advance of the Centennial celebration in 2024, investing in nonprofit groups
serving public lands has been more important than ever.

Check out a couple of our favorite projects from 2023’s applications...

The “EAclipse” at Knox Farm State Park

It's no secret that here at PTNY we're just a little bit
excited for the Centennial... but 2024 is seeing another
big event at NY State Parks—the eclipse. What better
than an event celebrating both? PTNY awarded a grant
of $35,000 to the Friends of Knox Farm State Park to host
more than 2,500 people during the eclipse on April 8,
2024. The celebration features science displays by celes-
tial experts from NASA, riveting robotics demonstrations,
a sizable screen showing real-time eclispse coverage
across the country, and music, food, drink and fun!
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Swimming for All at Hamlin Beach State Park

PTNY and our administrative partner—the Office of Parks,
Recreation, and Historic Preservation—have been putting
their grant funding where their goals are to make our
public lands welcoming to all New Yorkers. We couldn’t
be prouder to support swimming accessibility for those
using wheelchairs and other mobility devices. A $29,000
grant will help with purchase of Mobi Mats, movable
infrastructure to create access to the beach, and other
infrastructure allowing folks of any mobility to enjoy the bene-
fits and pleasures of a dip in Lake Ontario.

]
What'’s up with that logo??

You might have noticed a change around one of our
favorite images... the PTNY logo! In honor of the
long-standing guidance from our departed executive
director, Robin Dropkin, and in celebration of some BIG
milestones (Centennial Year in 2024! Bicentennial of the
Erie Canal AND 40th Anniversary of PTNY in 2025!) we've
added a“north star”to our tried-and-true logo. The star
represents where we've been... while shining a light on
the path to our vision of an even greener, more equita-
ble future for New York'’s parks, trails, and public lands.
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https://www.ptny.org/our-work/support/park-trail-partnership-program

Building a Bright Future for NYS
Public Lands with Advocates
from Across the State

Advocacy in Advance
of NYS Parks Centennial

Many hands make light work, and with some heavy advo-
cacy lifts in 2023 we are grateful to have a dedicated (and
growing!) group of supporters, partners and advocates
for New York’s parks, trails, and public lands.

With a $3.5 billion backlog in critical infrastructure needs
for our State Parks, and the Centennial Year in sight, it's
never felt more important to band together to support
the spaces that bring us such joy, awe, and peace year
after year.

Luckily—from the grassroots to the grasstops—PTNY is
connected with some fantastic individuals, groups, and
legislators. With a focus on building an impactful and
expansive “big tent movement” to support our public
lands, we traveled across the state stumping for parks,
greenways, and the communities who rely on them.

From looking to increase connectivity in our greenways
network by using next-century data to identify and

plan for 1,200+ new miles of trail in the coming years, to
working on building a well-funded and safe multi-use
trail system with the Greenway Trails for a Green Future
legislative package, it's not just State Parks that have been
in our sights. Connecting under-accessed communities
with the benefits of these linear parks is a call to action
we'll be carrying forward into the future—and we plan to
succeed.

If you love all things greenways—not to mention the
economic, health, and wellbeing benefits they bring to
our communities and state—check out what we're up to
(and how you can support) at our Greenway Trails for a
Green Future page on our website. We've got some big
dreams for the future of New York’s public green spaces,
but we need you to make them a reality!



https://www.ptny.org/our-work/advocate/greenway-trails#/
https://www.ptny.org/our-work/advocate/greenway-trails#/

ptny.org/get-involved/ways-to-give ptny.org/get-involved/volunteer

YEARINREVIEW 2023 Financial Summary

*actual unaudited

A copy of our complete audited financial statement can be obtained online at
ptny.org/aboutus/financials or by calling Parks & Trails New York at 518-434-1583
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http://ptny.org/get-involved/ways-to-give
http://ptny.org/get-involved/volunteer
http://ptny.org/aboutus/financials
https://ptny.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ptny/membershipJoin.jsp
https://ptny.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ptny/donation.jsp
https://www.earthshare.org/
https://ptny.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ptny/donation.jsp?test=true&campaign=321&
https://www.ptny.org/events/i-love-my-park-day
https://www.ptny.org/events/canal-clean-sweep
https://www.ptny.org/our-work/advocate#/
https://ptny.us11.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=cb02cf4dc11b9a3c353635710&id=428a0a61c6

Thank You to Our Members and Donors

Parks & Trails New York thanks all who make our work possible: our donors giving anywhere from $1 to $100 and those
volunteering, protecting, and advocating for our parks, trails and public lands. You keep our green spaces safe, beautiful, and
welcoming today and for future generations.
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FRIENDS
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CORPORATE, FOUNDATION
& ORGANIZATION SUPPORT
Beardsley Architects + Engineers
Benevity Community Impact

Fund
Central Hudson Gas &

Electric Corporation
HA

Cloudsplitter Foundation

Comfy Campers

Consolidated Edison Company
of NY

Corning Incorporated
Foundation

Creighton Manning Engineering

CyberGrants LLC

EarthShare NY

Electric Avenue

Elite Construction Company
of NY, LLC

Friends of Allegany State
Park Inc.

Eriends of Fillmore Glen
State Park

Friends Of MEEC

GE Foundation

Ginsburg Development
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Give Lively Foundation

Harney & Sons Fine Teas

Hodgson Russ LLP

Hudson Valley Credit Union

International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers (IBEW) -
Local Union #1249

John Brown Lives!

Johnson & Johnson Matching
Gifts Program

LaBella Associates

Lactalis US Yogurt, Inc.
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Mintzer Mauch PLLC

Mathews Nielsen Landscape
Architects PC

National Grid NY

Network for Good
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Overhills Foundation

Pittsford Rotary Foundation

Planting Fields Foundation

Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation

Rails-To-Trails Conservancy

Saratoga Associates
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The Durst Organization

The Gunk Foundation
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Thomas L. Kempner, Jr.,
Foudation, Inc.
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GOVERNMENT
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Columbia County Tourism
Department

County of Westchester

Discover Albany
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Fulton Montgomery Regional
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Greenway for the Hudson River
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Lake Placid Chamber of
Commerce

Mechanicville/Stillwater
Chamber of Commerce
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NYS Commission of National &
Community Service
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Ulster County Tourism

Village of Chittenango

Visit Syracuse

Visit Rochester

Wayne County Tourism

PARK & TRAIL CHAMPIONS
Monthly Donors
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David Brownell
Chas Bruner
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Karen Fagan
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Andy Fyfe

Patrick Graham
Jules Hoepting
Linden Horvath
Julia D. Lavarnway
Kim Maier

John Mitchell

Eric Moring

Stan Myers
Mackenzie Oglesby
Fred & Anne Osborn I1I
Carol A. Peterson

Janet Reilly
Ellen Ross

Joseph Salzone

Robin Steron

Andrew Tang

Harold & Pamela Tarry
Peter G Tomasi 11T
Henry E. Vitale

Rich White-Smith
Raymond Wuerfel

TRIBUTES

In honor of Friends of Allegany
State Park, from Barb Conklin

In memory of Monika Andrews,
from William Andrews

In memory of Karl Beyer,
from Lisa Jeske

In memory of Tyler Blumberg,
from Dianne Bennett

In memory of Mark Van Buren,
from Kathy Konstabel

In memory of Mary Ann Byers,
from Jeffrey & Mary Ann
Sullivan

In honor of Donna Callais,
from Ryan Lundsted

In memory of Clair, Helen, and

Mark Chamberlin,
from James Chamberlain &

Karen Dyson

In memory of Dennis Chemick,
from Melissa Chemick

In memory of Catherine Ann
Clark, from Gary Vineberg

In memory of Mike Curley,
from Claudia Curley

In honor of Joan DiChristina,
from Jim & Lynn DeOrio

In honor of Jonathan Duda,
from Mary Ann Pitzer

In honor of Fran Gotcsik,
from Irene Szabo

In memory of Susan Herrnstein,
from Loren Penman

In memory of LaVerne A. Hill,
from Camilla Griffin

In honor of Brian Howald,
from Robin Howald

In honor of Jack Karnig,
from Gary Karnig

In honor of Frederick Kaskel,
from Jessica Kaskel

In memory of Anthony LaMorte,
from Nick Lamorte

In honor of Walter & Mary Ellen
Liss, from Julie Macko

In memory of Gene Little,
from Margaret Little

In honor of Maryann Loomis,
from John Loomis

In memory of Raymond Loomis,
from John Loomis

In memory of Marita
Lopez-Mena, from Kevin Smith

In honor of Elizabeth Martyn,
from Madeline Sterling

In honor of Elizabeth Martyn
& Michael Ryzewic, from Julia
Masucci

In memory of Janel McKinny,
from Gerald McKinny

In memory of Diana Ostrow,

from Bill Reilly, Jr. & Mindy

Ostrow

In honor of Stephen Pagano,
from Cris Cioffi & John Sharkey

In honor of Stephen Pagano,
from John Quigley

In honor of Rachel Petrilak,
from Nancy Paul

In memory of Bonnie Pomerantz,
from Margaret R. Braun &
Aaron Pomerantz

In memory of Lee Potter,
from David Pearlman

In memory of Peg Schoppe,
from Elizabeth Stone

In honor of Nancy Silverman,
from Stacy Ingber

In memory of Michele Smith,
from Brian Smit]

In honor of John W Steinberg,
from Marcy Steinberg

In memory of Frederick &
B. Wilhelmina Troicke,
from Pauline Burnes

In honor of Paul Steely White,
from Mark King

In memory of William White-
house, from Joan Whitehouse

IN HONOR OF ROBIN DROPKIN

In honor of Robin Dropkin,
from Dick Dropkin

In honor of Robin Dropkin, from
Rails-To-Trails Conservancy

In honor of Robin Dropkin,
from Veronica Fitzgerald

In honor of Robin Dropkin,
from Gloria & Steven Foster

In honor of Robin Dropkin,
from Nancy Olsen

In honor of Robin Dropkin,
from Nina & Russell Rothman

In honor of Robin Dropkin,
from Charlie Svenson

In honor of Robin Dropkin,
from Elizabeth Thorndike

In honor of Robin Dropkin,
from Rachel Carter

In honor of Robin Dropkin,
from Edgar Masters & Deborah
Cohen
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