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Executive Summary

The 524-mile Canalway Trail system is one of New York State’s premier outdoor destinations. The trail
gives millions of New Yorkers in more than 200 canalside communities a dedicated place to walk, jog, and
bike right from their doorsteps. Since 2005, Parks & Trails New York and the New York State Canal
Corporation have been at the forefront of quantifying the trail’s popularity through annual Canalway

Trail counts.

The Canalway Trail counts analyzed in the Who’s on the Trail reports give trail managers, municipalities,
planners, and members of the public answers to four important questions: how many people are using the
trail, who’s using the trail, when is use occurring, and how are people using the trail? Over the years, the
answers to these questions have helped to justify millions of dollars in public investment for maintenance

and construction across the Canalway Trail system.

The Canalway Trail counts have also been used to help assess the impact of trail usage on New York’s
economy. According to PTNY’s 2014 Economic Impact Study of the Erie Canalway Trail, more than 1.6
million visits to the trail support more than 3,400 jobs and create $250 million in economic impact. Since
then, subsequent Who’s on the Trail reports have demonstrated that the popularity of the Erie Canalway

Trail remains high.

In 2017, PTNY measured usage at six locations along the Erie Canalway and Feeder Canal Trails. Counts
along the 360-mile Erie Canalway Trail measured usage at Pendleton (Niagara County), Spencerport
(Monroe County), Camillus (Onondaga County), DeWitt (Onondaga County), and Niskayuna
(Schenectady County). An additional count in Glens Falls (Warren County) measured usage along the

seven-mile Feeder Canal Trail.

The 2017 Who’s on the Trail report reveals some impressive usage trends across the corridor. The counts
ranged from just over 50,000 annual visits in Pendleton to more than 180,000 visits in Niskayuna. The
Niskayuna figure is the second highest figure ever recorded using a full year’s worth of count data.
Locations in DeWitt and Camillus also show strong usage levels, with more than 100,000 visits occurring
during the 12-month count period. Usage at all locations is strongest on weekends and holidays,
suggesting the trail is very popular for recreational activities. Peak usage for all locations occurs between

June and September, though the busiest month varies by location.

The 2017 counts mark the first time that 12 months’ worth of count data could be analyzed across
multiple locations. This large amount of data not only provides unprecedented insight into Canalway

Trail usage, but it will also allow PTNY to make more accurate usage estimates in the future.
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Background

Decisions regarding design, funding, operation, maintenance, and promotion of the Canalway Trail
system are based in large part on understanding the level and type of trail usage. Estimates of annual trail
traffic volume inform current and future expenditures for construction and maintenance; they also
demonstrate the economic impact of the Canalway Trail system on the counties, towns, villages, and cities

along its length.

Parks & Trails New York (PTNY) and the New York State Canal Corporation (NYSCC) began using trail
counts in 2005 to support anecdotal claims of the Erie Canalway Trail’s popularity among walkers and

cyclists with more objective evidence.

The trail count protocol has changed twice since 2005, with the first two years of counts employing non-
standardized methodology that limited the ability to accurately estimate weekly, monthly, and annual trail
usage levels. In 2007, however, an effort to generate data with greater validity and predictive value was
undertaken using the nascent methodology (referred to as the Lindsay et al. Model) and equations
developed by researchers at Indiana University. This new methodology used electronic counters and

volunteers to easily deliver a more accurate estimation of annual trail usage volume.

In 2010, PTNY and the NYSCC began using the current protocol and methodology developed for the
National Bicycle and Pedestrian Documentation Project (NBPD). The NBPD is a nationwide effort
designed to provide consistent data collection and adjustment factors to estimate annual trail usage. The
adjustment factors account for season (April to September or October to March), type of facility (multi-
use path or high-density pedestrian and entertainment area), day of the week and month when the count
was conducted, and type of climate. In addition to the introduction of adjustment factors, the NBPD also
differs from the Lindsay et al. Model by relying on both weekend and weekday hourly counts. Since
NBPD methodology is becoming the national standard for trail count studies, it allows the Canalway Trail
data to be compared with annual usage estimates from trails across the country. Appendix E includes all
of the adjustment factors PTNY and NYSCC use for the Canalway Trail.

Since 2005, Canalway Trail counts have been conducted by volunteers in Erie, Orleans, Monroe, Wayne,
Cayuga, Onondaga, Madison, Oneida, Herkimer, Montgomery, Schenectady, Albany, Saratoga,
Washington, and Warren Counties. Observational counts were conducted on the Champlain Canalway
and Feeder Canalway Trails in 2012, which was the first year when counts were conducted on a segment

of the Canalway Trail system other than the Erie.

2014 marked the first year that an electronic trail counter was installed for a full year at a location to
obtain trail use data for the annual count. PTNY and the NYSCC also began using trail user surveys in
2014 in tandem with the count, with volunteers surveying trail users regarding manner and frequency of

trail use, demographic information, and general feelings about the Canalway Trail.

Since 2014, PTNY and the NYSCC have continued to use electronic counters and in-person surveys. In

2017 electronic counters recorded trail usage at five locations along the Erie Canalway Trail (ECT) and
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one location along the Feeder Canalway Trail (FCT). Observational counts and trail user surveys were
conducted at three locations along the ECT. In a departure from previous counts, the observational count

data collected in 2017 primarily serves to estimate trail user mode breakdown.

In January 2017, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo announced the creation of the Empire State Trail, which
when completed in 2020, will result in a 750-mile trail network that incorporates the Erie and Champlain
Canalway Trails and the Hudson River Valley Greenway. The Empire State Trail will also connect to
regional trails, including the Feeder Canalway Trail. The Canalway Trail user counts will serve as a

reliable measure of usage both before and after the development of the Empire State Trail.

Methodology

Data Collection
Appendices C and D contain all count data collected for the 2017 Who’s on the Trail report.

Location

Electronic counters measured trail usage along the Erie Canalway Trail in Pendleton (Niagara County),
Spencerport (Monroe County), Camillus (Onondaga County), DeWitt (Onondaga County), and
Niskayuna (Schenectady County). An electronic counter measured trail usage along the Feeder Canalway
Trail in Glens Falls (Warren County). The 2017 Who’s on the Trail report analyzes 365 continuous days of
trail usage for Pendleton, Camillus, DeWitt, and Niskayuna. Pendleton, Camillus, and DeWitt were
analyzed in the 2016 Who’s on the Trail report, however, a full year’s worth of data was not yet available.
Partial data measured over several months is included for Spencerport and Glens Falls. Observational
counts occurred at three adjacent locations in Camillus, including the same location where an electronic

counter measured usage.

The 2017 Canalway Trail count locations represent geographic and environmental diversity. Pendleton
and Spencerport are located in Western New York, Camillus and DeWitt are located in Central New
York, Niskayuna is located in Eastern New York, and Glens Falls is located in the Southern Adirondacks.
The Pendleton count location is rural while Camillus, DeWitt, and Niskayuna are suburban, suggesting
that many trail users at these four locations will arrive by car. The Glens Falls and Spencerport trail count

locations are integrated into communities where many users can access the trail by foot or bicycle.
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FIGURE 1 -2017 CANALWAY TRAIL COUNT LOCATIONS
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In June 2016, PTNY installed an electronic counter on a newly-constructed segment of the Erie Canalway
Trail in the Niagara County town of Pendleton. The counter was installed near a major trail access point
that features a parking lot, benches, and a kiosk. The Pendleton trail segment surface is asphalt and
connects Lockport and the Tonawandas, communities with many trail user amenities such as bike shops,
restaurants, and bed and breakfasts. While the surrounding area is largely rural, the nearby communities

of North Tonawanda, Amherst, and Lockport likely generate a significant amount of usage.

The counter remained in Pendleton for a full year and the data reflects usage between June 22, 2016 and
June 21, 2017. PTNY estimated annual usage using four months” worth of data at this location in last
year’s Who’s on the Trail report.
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FIGURE 2 - PENDLETON ELECTRONIC TRAIL COUNTER LOCATION
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Spencerport
In July 2017, PTNY installed an electronic counter along the Erie Canalway Trail in the village of

Spencerport in Monroe County. The counter is located near the Spencerport village center and Towpath
Park, which features a picnic shelter and visitor information for trail and Canal users. The counter was
installed just east of these amenities, however, to ensure that trail user traffic and not park visitation was
measured. The Spencerport count location lies within a segment of stonedust trail that is part of a long
stretch of uninterrupted trail that extends approximately 50 miles to the west to Lockport and 47 miles

east to Newark.

The counter will remain in Spencerport for a full year; however, the data analyzed in this report reflects

141 days’ worth of usage. Full-year data will be analyzed in next year’s report.
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FIGURE 3 - SPENCERPORT ELECTRONIC TRAIL COUNTER LOCATION
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Camillus

PTNY installed an electronic counter at the Erie Canal Historical Park in the Onondaga County town of
Camillus in June 2016. The Erie Canal Historical Park is home to the Sims Store, a popular museum that
recreates a general store from the mid-19"-century heyday of the original Erie Canal. The Sims Store also
serves as a visitor’s center and comfort station for the Erie Canalway Trail. The trail surface at Camillus is

stonedust.

Positioned to the immediate west of Syracuse, where no off-road Canalway Trail currently exists, the Erie
Canal Historical Park serves as an important trailhead and anchor for the 20 miles of trail stretching to
Port Byron in Cayuga County. The fact that it is located almost exactly midway between Buffalo and

Albany also suggests it is a significant stopping point for long-distance trail travelers.

The electronic counter remained in Camillus for a full year and the data reflects usage between June 2,
2016 and June 1, 2017, the same period during which the data was collected in nearby DeWitt. PTNY
previously estimated usage at this location in 2016, 2011, and 2010.
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In addition to the data collected from the electronic counter, volunteers from the Erie Canal Historical
Park conducted observational counts at the Sims Store, the Nine-Mile Creek Aqueduct, and the western
terminus of the trail west of Syracuse at Warners Road (Route 173) near Reed Webster Park. These counts
were conducted on October 25, 26, 28 and November 1, 2, 4. PTNY previously estimated usage at the
Warners Road location in 2010 and at the Nine-Mile Creek Aqueduct in 2011.

FIGURE 4 - CAMILLUS ELECTRONIC COUNTER AND OBSERVATIONAL COUNT LOCATIONS
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DeWitt

PTNY installed an electronic counter at the eastern side of Syracuse Erie Canalway Trail gap at Cedar Bay
Park in the Onondaga County town of DeWitt. The counter location is at the westernmost stretch of a 23-
mile uninterrupted stretch of Erie Canalway Trail in Old Erie Canal State Park between DeWitt and

Durhamville, where after a brief on-road gap, the trail continues for another 12 miles to Rome. The trail
surface is asphalt for approximately three miles.

DeWitt is one of the largest suburbs of Syracuse, and as already discussed, is at the eastern end of a major
gap in the trail that exists between the two count locations in Camillus and DeWitt, running almost
entirely within the city of Syracuse. The on-road section of the Erie Canalway Trail that constitutes the
gap includes an approximately 6.5-mile signed route that is widely seen as a temporary alternative to a
combination of more accommodating treatments such as bike lanes, cycle tracks, and a separated multi-
use trail where possible. The availability of parking and proximity of several large suburban-style

developments make DeWitt’s Cedar Bay Park trailhead popular among Onondaga County residents.
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Moreover, the next dedicated parking area for trail users is located about four miles east, at Lakeport
Road, the site of the Chittenango Landing Canal Boat Museum.

The electronic counter remained in DeWitt for a full year and the data reflects usage between June 2, 2016
and June 1, 2017, the same period during which the data was collected in nearby Camillus. PTNY
previously estimated usage at this location in 2016 and 2015.

FIGURE 5 - DEWITT ELECTRONIC TRAIL COUNTER LOCATION
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Niskayuna

PTNY installed an electronic counter at Lions Park in Niskayuna, Schenectady County in December 2016.
Lions Park is one of the most prominent trailheads for the Erie Canalway Trail in the Capital District,
where the trail is locally referred to as the Mohawk-Hudson Bike Hike trail. The counter was installed
near the western end of Lions Park. This section of Erie Canalway Trail is a rail trail and the former train
station located at Lions Park is now an art gallery and visitor center. The park also contains a large
parking lot and restroom facilities, making it a popular starting/ending point for trail running, biking, and
dog walking for residents of this suburban community. Several major employment centers are located
along the trail between Lions Park and Schenectady, and two large town parks for Niskayuna and Colonie
are located within a few miles along the trail in both directions.
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The Town of Niskayuna continues to connect nearby neighborhoods to the Erie Canalway Trail through

short extensions and intersection safety improvements, providing local residents with improved access to

the trail and Lions Park.

The electronic counter remained in Niskayuna for a full year and the data reflects usage between
December 21, 2016 and December 20, 2017. PTNY previously estimated usage at this location in 2009.
PTNY also conducted counts at this location in September 2016 for the Capital District Transportation

Committee’s 2016 Regional Trail Perspectives update when it was estimated to have the highest annual

usage among the 22 locations across the region counted.
FIGURE 6 - NISKAYUNA ELECTRONIC TRAIL COUNTER LOCATION
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Glens Falls
In May 2017 PTNY installed an electronic trail counter at Haviland Cove Park in Glens Falls along the

Feeder Canal Trail. At seven miles, the Feeder Canal Trail is one of the shorter NYS Canalway Trails,
however, it is an important connection between the Champlain Canalway Trail and the Warren County
Bikeway, two other trails important to the Southern Adirondacks region. The trail surface at Haviland
Cove Park is stonedust. The counter was installed along the trail to the west of the park entrance near
Bush Street. In addition to hosting an important trailhead, the Haviland Cove Park is home to a public

beach and restrooms. This location is also easily accessible by walking or biking from nearby

neighborhoods.
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The counter will remain in Glens Falls for a full year, however, the data analyzed in this report reflects six

months’ worth of usage. Full-year data will be analyzed in next year’s report. PTNY previously estimated
usage at this location in 2012.

FIGURE 7 - GLENS FALLS ELECTRONIC TRAIL COUNTER LOCATION
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Month

Observational counts were conducted during the months of October and November, later in the year than
previous years” counts. Electronic count data was obtained for a full year between June 22, 2016 and June
21, 2017 for Pendleton; June 2, 2016 and June 1, 2017 for Camillus and DeWitt; and December 21, 2016
and December 20, 2017 for Niskayuna. The electronic counter at Spencerport recorded data for the
months of July, August, September, and November 2017 while the electronic counter at Glens Falls
recorded data for the months of May, June, July, August, September, October, and November 2017.
Day of the Week

For the Sims Store and Warners Road locations in Camillus, observational counts occurred during two-
hour periods over the course of two Wednesdays, two Thursdays, and two Saturdays, for a total of twelve
observational count hours at each location. Observational counts occurred for two hours on one
Wednesday and one Thursday at the Nine-Mile Creek Aqueduct location in Camillus.

Observational Count Process
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Local volunteers conducted the observational counts in Camillus. All volunteers received a count protocol
sheet prepared by PTNY based on the NBPD methodology (see Appendix A). Volunteers received
training in the form of a webinar hosted by PTNY. Slides from the webinar were also distributed to

volunteers unable to attend.

Volunteers were asked to conduct at least three counts on successive weekdays during the same week or
on the same days in at least three successive weeks. The protocol stipulated that weekday counts were to
be conducted on Tuesday, Wednesday, and/or Thursday, and not on a holiday, Monday, or Friday.

Weekend counts could be taken on either day.

In accordance with NBPD methodology, observational counts were conducted during the two-hour
period that represents peak trail usage for that specific location. Peak usage periods are determined by
volunteers. NBPD methodology recommends two-hour periods to help eliminate some of the variability

that a single hour of counting may encounter.

A detailed counting form (see Appendix B), developed by PTNY and similar to the one used in previous

years, was employed to standardize data collection and classify various types of users.

Trail Traffic Estimation

PTNY used the following steps, outlined by the NBPD, to derive the annual trail usage estimates.

1. Calculate average weekday and weekend peak counts.
The NBPD methodology strongly recommends that all estimates be based on an average of at
least two and preferably three counts during the same two-hour period and week, especially
for lower volume areas. As Table 2 indicates, this year’s trail counts achieved the minimum

number of counts at two locations: Sims Store and Warners Road.

Peak period selections
PTNY instructed volunteers to select the two-hour period they felt best represented the time

of peak usage.’

2. Estimate average weekday and weekend daily traffic.
The average weekday peak hourly counts were divided by the percentage of total daily traffic
represented by the two-hour period when the counts were conducted. The NBDP-derived
hourly adjustment factors represent percentages of daily traffic for hourly intervals between
6:00 AM and 9:00 PM, which may vary by type of trail and season. The methodology has been

tailored to calculate estimates for two very different areas: multi-use paths and high-density

" Once the respective weekdays and weekend average counts are determined, NBDP recommends multiplying the
average counts by 1.05 if the trail is used between 11:00 PM and 6:00 AM. PTNY omitted this step to remain
consistent with methodology used in previous Canalway Trail counts. Omitting this step also ensures that estimates
are as conservative as possible because it is unlikely that 5% of Canalway Trail use occurs during these hours.

Who's on the Trail 2017 12



pedestrian or entertainment districts. Each hour is proportional to the total daily usage, with
these proportions varying between weekdays and weekends. Once the percentage of daily use
was determined, the average two-hour weekday count was divided by this percentage to

determine an estimate for a typical weekday.

3. Estimate average weekly traffic volumes.
The daily weekday estimate calculated above is used to calculate an average weekly estimate
by dividing each number by an average of the NBPD daily adjustment factors (see Appendix
D: Table Two) for the days included in the weekday count calculation. PTNY averaged the
adjustment factors for each day for locations where observational counts occurred on

separate weekdays.

4. Estimate average monthly traffic volumes.
The average weekday volume was multiplied by the number of weeks in the month in which

the count occurred to obtain the estimated monthly trail traffic volume.

5. Estimate average annual traffic volumes.
To calculate an estimated annual usage volume using the NBPD methodology, the average
monthly volume calculated above was divided by the monthly adjustment factor (see
Appendix D: Table 3) for “Long Winter, Short Summer” climate region and the
corresponding month during which the count was conducted. PTNY calculated an average of
this monthly adjustment factor for locations where counts occurred during more than one

month.

Electronic Count Process

PTNY took the following approach for estimating annual counts at the six locations where electronic
counters were installed, depending upon how much data the counter collected. See Table 2 for a

breakdown of how much data each electronic counter collected for the 2017 Who’s on the Trail report.

Electronic Count Process — Spencerport and Glens Falls
The counters installed at Spencerport and Glens Falls operated for less than a year at the time of this

report’s writing. The data from the Spencerport count reflects 141 days’ (about 4.5 months’) worth of

usage. The Glens Falls counter data reflects 6 months” worth of usage.

In contrast to the NBPD estimation process, which uses extrapolation and adjustment factors as outlined
above, the counters provided monthly count totals. To calculate the annual usage estimate for
Spencerport and Glens Falls, PTNY divided the total usage for the period for which each counter’s data is
available by the sum of the NBPD monthly adjustment factor for the “Long Winter, Short Summer”
climate region for the corresponding months. When data is only available for a part of a month, PTNY

calculated the proportional adjustment factor for the corresponding month. Since the counters collected
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such a large amount of data for the two locations, it wasn’t necessary to determine peak usage periods or

use hourly adjustment factors similar to the process taken for each observational count.

Electronic Count Process - Pendleton, Camillus, DeWitt, and Niskayuna
Since the electronic counters installed at Pendleton, Camillus, DeWitt, and Niskayuna collected a full

year’s worth of data, no calculations were necessary. PTNY simply reviewed the data to ensure there were

no unexplainable anomalies with the data.

Canalway Trail User Survey

For the fourth year, PTNY administered a trail user survey in conjunction with the volunteer trail count.
Volunteers surveyed a small number of trail users in Camillus. The Sims Store was the only location

where both surveys and electronic counts occurred.

PTNY provided volunteers with a Survey Protocol as well as a form with survey questions for each trail
user they encountered to complete (see Appendix E for the protocol and Appendix F for the
questionnaire). PTNY discussed the survey protocol during the pre-count webinar and the slides from the

webinar were sent upon request to any volunteer not able to participate.

Results
Trail Usage Volume Estimates

PTNY’s estimation of trail usage volume at each location is presented in Figure 8 and Table 1. For the
observational counts conducted at Warners Road / Route 173 the estimates in Table 1 also include two-
hour weekday, two-hour weekend day, daily, and monthly volumes PTNY calculated using the five steps
outlined in the previous section of the Who’s on the Trail report and outlined by the NBPD methodology.
Due to incomplete data, PTNY excluded the Nine-Mile Creek Aqueduct location from the estimates.
PTNY also did not calculate an annual estimate using the observational data for the Sims Store since an

electronic counter was installed there for a full year.

The results from the electronic counts ranged from 52,454 visits in Pendleton (Erie Canalway Trail) to
182,325 visits in Niskayuna (Erie Canalway Trail). PTNY calculated the annual estimate for Warners
Road in Camillus (Erie Canalway Trail) to be 233,090 visits.
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FIGURE 8 - ESTIMATED ANNUAL USAGE ACROSS THE CANALWAY TRAIL, 2017
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Annual usage by location, 2017 A
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TABLE 1 - ESTIMATE OF WEEKLY, MONTHLY, AND ANNUAL USE, 2017
Avyerage Average Estimated Estimated Estimated Estimated
weekday two-  weekend two-  daily volume — weekly monthly annual
hour count hour count volume volume volume
Pendleton | - - - - - 52,454
Spencerport | - - - - - 59,988
Sims Store, | - - - - - 108,026
Camillus
(electronic)
Sims Store | 69 140 700 3,889 16,956 -
(observational)
Warners Road, | 65 106 469 3,208 13,985 233,090
Camillus
DeWitt | - - - - - 122,689
Niskayuna | - = = = - 182,325
Glens Falls | - - - - - 71,753
Modes of Use
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The observational counts at the three Camillus locations measured the modal split. Except for the Sims
Store in Camillus, modal split is unavailable for the electronic count locations. Table 2 displays the modes

of use for the locations where the data is available.

TABLE 2 - MODE SPLIT BY TYPE AND LOCATION

Cyclists Walkers  Joggers In-line Baby Equestrians  Wheelchair  Other
skaters carriages users

Sims | 4% 66% 28% 0% 1% 0% 0% 1%
Store,
Camillus

Aqueduct, | 4% 64% 29% 0% 3% 0% 0% 0%
Camillus

Warners | 5% 65% 28% 0% 2% 0% 0% <1%
Rd,
Camillus

All | 4% 65% 28% 0% 2% 0% 0% 1%
locations

Across the three locations where mode split is available, walkers comprise 65% of trail users. Joggers make
up the next largest share of users at 28%. Cyclists are the third largest share of users, though relative to
other locations counted in previous years they comprise a very small share at 4% compared to a 12-year
average of 42%. This remarkably low percentage of cyclists may be a result of the observational counts
occurring during late October and early November, when many people have stopped recreationally
cycling. In 2016, volunteers conducting trail counts at the same time of the year observed a similar trend
farther east along the Erie Canalway Trail in Amsterdam. Unsurprisingly, the shares of joggers and
walkers is higher than the 12-year average. The other category includes people fishing counted at the Sims
Store and Warners Road.

Table 3 compares the mode split from 2017 with the mode split from every Canalway Trail count since
2005.

TABLE 3 - CANALWAY TRAIL MODE SPLIT, 2005-2017

Year Cyclists’ Walkers Joggers  In-line  Baby Wheelchair ~ Equestrians  Scooters — Other*
skaters  carriages users

2005 | 64% 24% 8% 2% 2% - 0% - -

2006 | 43% 36% 20% 0% 2% 0% 0% - -

2007 | 49% 38% 8% 2% 3% 0% 0% = =

2008 ‘ 52% 35% 9% 2% 2% 0.1% <0.1% 0.1% -

T Cyclists category for 2009-2017 includes all cyclists, including bicyclists, tri-cyclists, tandem cyclists, and bicyclists
with a child seat or trailer

¥ “other” trail users may include people using the trail to fish, put in a kayak, view wildlife, or using trailside exercise
stations, among others
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2009 | 53% 30% 12% 4% 0.3% 0.1% 0% = 0.9%
2010 | 21% 55% 22% 0% 1% 0% 0% 0% 0%
2011 | 30% 56% 10% 2% 2% 0% 0% 0% <0.1
2012 | 33% 55% 8% 0% 3% 1% 0% 0% 0%
2013 | 40.38%  47.28%  8.79% 0% 2.09% 0% 0% 0% 0.84%
2014 | 53.01%  40.69%  4.01% 0% 0.57% 0% 0.57% 0% 1.15%
2015 | 34.6% 41.3% 21.9% 0.06% 1.06% 0% 0% 0% 0.83%
2016 | 30% 44% 20% 1% 1% 0.3% 0% - 3%
2017 | 4% 65% 28% 0% 2% 0% 0% = 1%
Year | Cyclists ~ Walkers  Joggers  In-line  Baby Wheelchair  Equestrians ~ Scooters  Other
skaters  carriages  users
Bicyclists

All bicyclists recorded by volunteers were riding standard two-wheel bicycles. No recumbent, trike, or

tandem bicycles were recorded.

PTNY has been recording helmet usage along the Canalway Trail since 2009. New York State law requires

anyone under the age of 14 to wear a helmet, and most outdoor recreation health and safety advocates

strongly encourage everyone else to wear one. Volunteers observed almost three quarters of all cyclists

were wearing a helmet. Among the three locations, the Sims Store had the highest percentage of cyclists

wearing a helmet at 96% while Warners Road had the lowest percentage at 43%; 88% of cyclists at the

Aqueduct were observed wearing a helmet. Nationally, 46% of bicyclists reported using a helmet during at

least some rides.” The nine-year average of observed helmet usage across the Canalway Trail is 61%.

Figure 9 compares helmet usage observed during the Canalway Trail counts between 2009 and 2017.
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FIGURE 9 - CANALWAY TRAIL HELMET USAGE, 2009-2017
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Observational Count Comparisons by Location

Warners Road (Route 173), Camillus

The annual usage estimate for Warners Road is 233,090 visits. This estimate places Warners Road among
the higher usage locations along the Erie Canalway Trail. PTNY last calculated usage at this location to be
165,333 in 2010. The 2017 estimate is a 41% increase over the 2010 estimate. While it’s hard to pinpoint
the exact cause for such a large increase since 2010, it’s important to continue to do trail user counts more
regularly than two weeks once every seven years to ensure that accurate usage trends exist for this well-

used location.
Weekend usage over the observed time period at Warners Road was 40% higher than weekday usage.

Among trail users recorded at Warners Road, walkers accounted for 65% of visitors, the highest share at
this location. Joggers accounted for 28% of users while bicyclists only accounted for 5% of total usage.
Occasional baby carriages and people fishing from the trail were also observed. The presence of a large

parking lot at nearby Reed Webster Park makes this location very accessible.

Compared to the other two locations in Camillus, cyclists made up a slightly larger share of overall use,
though compared to historic count locations, the percentage is still significantly lower. Compared to the
Nine-Mile Creek Aqueduct and Sims Store locations helmet usage was substantially lower, however, with
only 43% of cyclists observed wearing a helmet. In 2016, Waterford on the Champlain Canalway Trail
reported a similar level of helmet usage (44%), while nearby DeWitt reported about 60% of users wearing

helmets.

The observational counts recorded at Warners Road are the only observational counts PTNY used to
calculate an annual usage estimate. As the report previously mentions, the counts at the Nine-Mile Creek
Aqueduct were incomplete according to NBPD methodology and the full-year estimate from the Sims

Store is based on the full-years” worth of data recorded by the electronic counter.

FIGURE 10 - OBSERVED TRAIL USER BY TYPE, WARNERS ROAD, CAMILLUS (2017)
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Sims Store, Camillus

Observed usage on weekends was double weekday usage at the Sims Store in Camillus. 66% of observed
users were walkers, 28% were joggers, and 4% were cyclists. On the weekend day when weather conditions
were sunny and temperatures were in the 60s, cyclists made up 10% of all users, the highest percentage at
this location. Helmet usage at this location was also the highest, with 96% of cyclists observed wearing
one. Baby carriages only comprised 1% of the overall usage at this location, the lowest among the three
observational count locations.

FIGURE 11 - OBSERVED TRAIL USER BY TYPE, SIMS STORE, CAMILLUS (2017)
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Nine-Mile Creek Aqueduct, Camillus

The observational count data collected at the Nine-Mile Creek Aqueduct is incomplete due to the fact that
counts only occurred on two consecutive weekdays. While there is not enough data to demonstrate any
usage characteristics or calculate annual estimates, it should be noted that the mode breakdown at this
location does not differ significantly from the two locations to the east and west. Moreover, 88% of
bicyclists were observed wearing a helmet, which is higher than Warners Road and the Canalway Trail

average, but lower than the 96% observed at the Sims Store.
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FIGURE 12 - OBSERVED TRAIL USERS BY TYPE, NINE-MILE CREEK AQUEDUCT, CAMILLUS (2017)
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Electronic Count Comparisons by Location

Pendleton

An electronic counter measured usage along the Erie Canalway Trail in Pendleton from June 22, 2016
through June 21, 2017. Over the course of 12 months, the counter measured 52,454 visits at Pendleton™.
This level of usage is the lowest measured along the Erie Canalway Trail included in the 2017 Who’s on the
Trail report. Among historic count locations, usage at Pendleton is in the bottom-quarter, though it sees
similar usage to other locations in less populated areas and small villages such as Spencerport (59,988),
Lakeport Road, Chittenango (52,021), and Lock 20 Canal Park, Marcy (49,424).

As Table 4 demonstrates, usage varies substantially throughout the year, with the highest levels of usage

occurring between July and September. The month with the highest usage, 9,293 visits, was September.
TABLE 4 - TRAIL USAGE RECORDED IN PENDLETON, NIAGARA COUNTY, JUNE 2016-JUNE 2017

Month  Visits
June, 2016 (part) | 2,195
July, 2016 | 7,909
August, 2016 | 6,559
September, 2016 | 9,293
October, 2016 | 3,733
November, 2016 | 2,275
December, 2016 | 924
January, 2017 | 1,320

T PTNY used the NBPD methodology to calculate an estimated annual total usage for Pendleton in the 2016 Who’s
on the Trail report. Using the available data for June - November 2016, PTNY estimated that annual usage for
Pendleton would be 50,727, only 1,727 or 3% off from the actual one-year usage total of 52,454.
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February, 2017 | 2,439

March, 2017 | 1,660

April, 2017 | 5,300

May, 2017 | 4,796

June, 2017 (part) | 4,051
12-month total | 52,454

The busiest day the counter recorded was Sunday, July 10, 2016, when 906 visits were recorded. This day
coincided with PTNY’s Cycle the Erie Canal tour, which annually brings more than 650 cyclists to the
trail, so it is likely the increased usage on that day can be attributed to the tour. Monday, August 29, 2016
and Labor Day (September 5), 2016 were the second and third highest usage days. Overall, Sundays were
the busiest day of the week, when over 20% of usage occurs. Weekday usage averages are lower than

weekend usage averages.

Table 5 demonstrates usage characteristics over the course of the year and compares it to summer (June-
September) usage. During the summer, the peak usage periods on both weekdays and weekends occur

earlier than during the rest of the year.
TABLE 5 - TRAIL USAGE CHARACTERISTCS FOR PENDLETON, NIAGARA COUNTY, JUNE 2016-JUNE 2017

October 2016-May 2017
Weekday average | 82
Weekend average | 117
Busiest day of the week | Sunday

Peak weekday period | 3 -5PM

Peak weekend period | 1 -3 PM
June 2016 (part) - September 2016
Weekday average | 240

Weekend average | 302
Busiest day of the week | Sunday
Peak weekday period | 10 AM - 12 PM
Peak weekend period | 10 AM - 12 PM

Spencerport

PTNY installed the electronic counter in Spencerport in July 2017. The data from the counter used in the
Who’s on the Trail report is from the period consisting of July 11, 2017 - November 28, 2017,
approximately 4.5 months and 45% of the annual usage according to NBPD methodology for the Long
Winter, Short Summer climate region. Based on the data obtained from the counter and the calculation
PTNY made using the adjustment factors and methodology described earlier in this report, the estimated
annual usage for Spencerport is 59,988, which is higher than Pendleton, but lower than Glens Falls,
Camillus, DeWitt, and Niskayuna. This estimate is similar to estimates from 2013 Canalway Trail counts

for nearby Brockport, which is similar in size and geography to Spencerport.
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Based on the data the counter recorded, August is the busiest month along the Erie Canalway Trail at
Spencerport, though a more complete look at the data in next year’s Who’s on the Trail report may reveal
a different finding. Table 6 breaks out usage at Spencerport by month for the available data. A closer look
at the data collected in August is located in Table 16.

TABLE 6 - TRAIL USAGE CHARACTERISTCS FOR SPENCERPORT, MONROE COUNTY, JULY 2017-NOVEMBER
2017

Month  Visits

July, 2017 (part) | 5,568

August, 2017 | 7,671

September, 2017 | 6,287

October, 2017 | 6,094

November, 2017 (part) | 1,252
4.5-month total | 26,872
12-month estimate | 59,988

Similar to other locations along the Erie Canalway Trail, on average, usage at Spencerport is higher on
weekends than on weekdays. Sunday is the busiest day of the week, with almost a quarter of usage

occurring on that day.

TABLE 7 - TRAIL USAGE RECORDED BY ELECTRONIC COUNTER, AUGUST 2017, SPENCERPORT

2017
Monthly count total (August) | 7,671
Daily average (August) | 247

346
59,988

Weekday average (August) ‘ 213
Weekend average (August) ‘

Estimated annual total

Camillus
The electronic counter at the Sims Store, Camillus measured usage along the Erie Canalway Trail from

June 2, 2016 through June 1, 2017. During this period, the counter measured 108,025 visits at Camillus®.
The 108,025 recorded uses place the Sims Store, Camillus near the middle of usage along the Erie
Canalway Trail. The usage level at Camillus is lower than the count total for nearby DeWitt (122,689) but
close to similarly situated suburban areas such as Henpeck Park in Greece, Monroe County (106,073) and

Schenectady County Community College in Rotterdam, Schenectady County (105,869).

# PTNY used the NBPD methodology to calculate an estimated annual total usage for Camillus in the 2016 Who’s on
the Trail report. Using the available data for June - September 2016, PTNY estimated that annual usage for Camillus
would be 113,728, only 5,703 or 5% higher than the actual one-year usage total of 108,025.
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July and August had similarly high levels of usage, with more than 16,000 visits occurring during those
months. December and March see the lowest levels of usage at just over 3,000 visits occurring then. Table

8 details the monthly usage for the 12-month period the counter collected data in Camillus.

TABLE 8 - TRAIL USAGE RECORDED IN CAMILLUS, ONONDAGA COUNTY, JUNE 2016-MAY 2017

Month  Visits

June, 2016 | 10,827

July, 2016 | 16,263

August, 2016 | 16,352

September, 2016 | 13,422
October, 2016 | 9,208
November, 2016 | 6,442
December, 2016 | 3,018
January, 2017 | 4,345
February, 2017 | 5,160
March, 2017 | 3,759

April, 2017 | 10,181
May, 2017 | 9,048

12-month total | 108,025

The busiest day of the year at Camillus was Sunday, August 7, 2016 when the counter recorded 1,088
visits. Wednesday, July 13, 2016, the day when the Cycle the Erie Canal tour passed through Camillus, was
the second busiest day of the year (909 visits). The third busiest day came on Sunday, April 9, 2017 (852
visits; see note under DeWitt analysis). Overall, Sundays accounted for 19% of weekly usage, the highest
share. Similar to the other Canalway Trail count locations, weekend usage was higher on average than

weekday usage.

Table 9 compares daily usage characteristics for Camillus during the summer months (June — September)
to the rest of the year. During the summer, peak usage on weekdays and occurs later, and on weekends,

peak usage occurs in the morning unlike the rest of the year when it occurs during the afternoon.

TABLE 9 - TRAIL USAGE CHARACTERISTICS FOR CAMILLUS, ONONDAGA COUNTY, JUNE 2016-MAY 2017

October 2016 - May 2017
Weekday average | 187
Weekend average | 268
Busiest day of the week | Sunday
Peak weekday period | 4 - 6 PM
Peak weekend period | 2 -4 PM
June 2016 - September 2016

Weekday average | 449

Weekend average | 515
Busiest day of the week | Sunday
Peak weekday period | 6 - 8 PM
Peak weekend period | 10 AM - 12 PM
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DeWitt

The Cedar Bay Park counter in DeWitt measured usage along the Erie Canalway Trail during the same
period as the counter 17 miles to the west in Camillus, June 2, 2016 through June 1, 2017. During that 12-
month period, the electronic counter recorded 122,689 visits, placing DeWitt among the top count
locations measured by an electronic counter along the Erie Canalway Trail.*® The count total for DeWitt is
higher than all locations counted by an electronic counter for the 2017 Canalway Trail counts except for
Lions Park in Niskayuna. It sees a similar level of usage, however, to popular suburban Erie Canalway
Trail trailheads such as Schoen Place, Pittsford, Monroe County, Bushnell’s Basin, Perinton, Monroe

County, and nearby Camillus.

Usage is highest in July, when the counter recorded more than 17,000 visits. The lowest level of usage
occurred in December when only 2,625 visits were recorded. A monthly usage breakdown for DeWitt is
available in Table 10.

TABLE 10 - TRAIL USAGE RECORDED IN DEWITT, ONONDAGA COUNTY, JUNE 2016-MAY 2017

Month  Visits
June, 2016 | 14,914
July, 2016 | 17,108
August, 2016 | 15,234
September, 2016 | 14,573
October, 2016 | 10,244
November, 2016 | 7,102
December, 2016 | 2,625
January, 2017 | 5,222
February, 2017 | 5,267
March, 2017 | 3,742
April, 2017 | 14,407
May, 2017 | 11,983
12-month total | 122,689™

The busiest day of the year, with 1,107 visits, was Sunday, April 9, 2017, which was the third busiest day of
the year for the Camillus location. A possible explanation for this date being such as high usage day at

both locations could be that the recorded high temperature was 15 degrees higher than the average

% PTNY used the NBPD methodology to calculate an estimated annual total usage for DeWitt in the 2016 Who’s on
the Trail report. Using the available data for June — September 2016, PTNY estimated that annual usage for DeWitt
would be 123,658, only 969 or 0.7% higher than the actual one-year usage total of 122,689.

"™ Includes June 1, 2017 - 248 visits
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temperature for early April'™". Moreover, Sunday is the busiest day of the week for both locations. The day

1-
Weekday average
Weekend average
Busiest day of the week | Sunday
4
Weekend average
Niskayuna
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