
annual report

2019



The current public health crisis reminds us of the importance of parks and trails. As we turn 
to nature for exercise, for comfort, for a breath of fresh air, we are especially grateful to our 
members, supporters, and partners who, since 1985, have helped us protect these treasured 
outdoor places.

In this unprecedented time, we’re understanding just how important parks and trails are to 
our collective well-being. 

But, ten years ago the future of New York’s state parks was anything but certain.  

After experiencing decades of disinvestment, many of our most cherished parks were on the 
brink of closing.  Due to our supporters’ tireless efforts, our community rallied to protect the 
oldest—and one of the largest and most diverse — state park systems in the nation.  

Because of your support, parks have seen reinvestment of $900 million over the past decade. 
This means that not only are all parks open, they’re thriving.  New York State’s parks and 
historic sites enjoyed a record 77 million visits in 2019. Visitors came from as far away as 
Japan and as close by as next door. These visitors, according to a study commissioned by 
Parks & Trails New York, contribute nearly $5 billion each year to the state’s economy and 
create 54,000 jobs.

The good news is not reserved for parks, either. In 2020, New York celebrates the completion 
of the longest multi-use trail in the country — the 750-mile Empire State Trail. This is a 
dream come true for Parks & Trails New York and all trail lovers, culminating our decade-
long campaign to Close the Gaps in the Erie Canalway Trail between Buffalo and Albany.

We have a lot to be proud of, and much we’ve accomplished.  

However, increased use and more parks and trails mean we need to redouble our efforts to 
support our outdoor spaces. New York has one of the nation’s largest systems of public lands, 
with 215 state parks and historic sites, millions of acres of forest preserves, and thousands 
of miles of multi-use trails. That’s a lot of green space for 
exploration and respite, and a big responsibility. We owe 
it to ourselves, and to future generations, to continue 
protecting our environment and investing in 
public outdoor spaces. 

Spending time outdoors is vital to our 
physical and mental health, now more than 
ever. And, now more than ever, we must 
ensure these spaces are protected and 
sustained for all New Yorkers.

So, thank you.  Thank you for your 
support, your advocacy, your commitment.

Together, we will persevere in our fight to 
protect parks and trails, in good times and in 
times of crisis.

With gratitude and best wishes,
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$900 Million 
invested in state parks and historic sites since 2010
This reinvestment has created new visitor and nature centers, 
new trails, and new essential park infrastructure.

77 Million
visits in 2019 to state parks and historic sites
That’s a 35% increase from 2010. According to a report we 
commissioned, parks and their visitors contribute more than  
$5 billion and create 54,000 jobs annually.

76 Friends Groups
supporting state parks and historic sites 
From the first Friends group—Old Fort Niagara Association, 
founded in 1927—the number of organizations dedicated to 
New York’s parks and historic sites has grown to 76 strong. 
We’re happy to welcome New York’s newest Friends group—the 
Friends of Peebles Island State Park—to this dedicated and 
effective community.

More than 1,200 Miles
of multi-use trails
Starting with our Closing the Gaps campaign in 2010, and 
ending with the longest multi-use trail in the nation—the 
Empire State Trail, slated to open in 2020—we are growing the 
network of multi-use trails in NYS.

$450,000 in Grants
awarded
In 2019, 22 groups received funding in 2019 through the Park 
& Trail Partnership Grants program. Since the program’s 
inception in 2015, a total of $1.8 million in grants have funded 
82 projects. These grants leveraged $800,000 in private funds.

36,000 Volunteer Hours
for I Love My Park Day
With 8,000 volunteers working at 144 sites, I Love My Park Day 
is now one of the largest volunteer events in the state. The event 
started in 2011 as a way for New Yorkers to give back to the 
parks and outdoor places they love, growing in eight years by 
leaps and bounds from the original 40 sites.

650 Cyclists
completed 400 Miles along the iconic Erie Canal
On our 21st annual Cycle the Erie Canal bike tour participants, 
several from as far away as Australia, experienced the most 
famous and iconic of America’s canal systems and enjoyed 
traffic-free bicycling on the Erie Canalway Trail.
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Ten years ago we made a pledge to the parks 
community that we would fight to keep New York’s 
parks open, safe, and beautiful.  And today, thanks 
to our many supporters—from those sporting 
green Save Our State Parks buttons in 2010 to those 
donning green scarves for Park Advocacy Day in 
2019—our parks are not only open, they’re thriving.

From Threatened to Thriving:  
What We’ve Accomplished Together

WWW.PTNY.ORG


Best Practices and Best Friends
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 FRIENDS BY THE NUMBERS:
	� Friends groups bring in more than 675,000 park and 

historic site visitors through programming and events 
each year.

	� Two-thirds of Friends groups host youth-specific 
programs, including interactive programming in STEM, 
summer camps, field trips, snow shoeing, movie nights, 
animal tracking… and much more.

	� Friends groups raise over $17 million per year for state 
parks and historic sites.

	� Friends groups volunteer more than 131,000 hours per 
year—for a value of $3 million.

“When we became a Friends group it quickened my sense 
of opportunity and responsibility with the site.  I felt a new 
sense of obligation to make the farm more meaningful, 
engaging, and attractive to a wider audience.”
— Martha, John Brown Lives!

“Park and Trail Partnership Grants have been a huge help 
to us, especially with our Iroquois White Corn Project. The 
fall husking bee, the Project’s keystone event at which the 
corn is husked, braided and hung to dry, draws people 
from all nations, indigenous and non-indigenous alike, 
and demonstrates our commitment to bringing people 
together to share and learn. An international student from 
a local college attended the bee and started braiding the 
corn tighter than tight. The master braider’s jaw dropped. 
When questioned, the young woman simply answered, ‘I 
grew up doing this back home in Kenya.’“ 
— Meg, Friends of Ganondagan State Park

“I’m always at Friends group gatherings saying check out 
PTNY’s site. It has everything you need and then some.  I 
cannot say enough about PTNY as an organization, its 
targeted vision and purpose.”
— Nancy, Friends of Moreau Lake State Park

“Working with Parks & Trails New York, we’ve seen 
collaboration, use, and appreciation increase.”
— Joe, Chittenango Landing Canal Boat Museum

To help Friends groups step up in a 
variety of ways, we developed Best 
Practices, an A to Z compendium for 
non-profit organizations that steward 
and advocate for our parks and 
historic sites. We took decades of 
knowledge gleaned from working with 
Friends groups and other non-profit 
organizations across the state and 
merged it into this comprehensive 
‘how to’ manual.  Best Practices 
covers fundraising, grants, mission 
statements, bylaws, and much more. 
View Best Practices on our website www.ptny.org.

WHAT’S A FRIENDS GROUP?
Friends groups are nonprofit organizations working closely 
with the Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation 
to support New York’s state parks and historic sites.  These 
groups of  dedicated  citizens—mostly  volunteers—clear trails, 
paint buildings, build kiosks, lead interpretive programs, and 
raise significant funds for a wide range of projects. Friends 
groups often accomplish herculean tasks on shoestring 
budgets. Although a few organizations are large and well-
funded, roughly half have budgets of $10,000 or less.

From our founding in 1985, Parks & Trails New York has had 
the honor of working closely with some of the most committed 
state park stewards and advocates: Friends groups.  From 
cleaning up trails to developing interpretive programming, we 
can say without hesitation that “you gotta have friends.” 

WWW.PTNY.ORG
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A TRUE TRAIL NETWORK
Launching Trails Across New York Campaign
We are focusing on creating even greater trail connectivity 
throughout the state by working on a comprehensive, statewide 
greenways plan in partnership with State Parks. We envision a 
not-so-distant future where all New Yorkers are minutes from 
a safe, accessible trail by foot, bike, wheelchair … you pick!

Looking forward to the completion of the Empire  
State Trail
NYS is set to open the longest multi-use trail in the nation in 
2020 — a dream come true for Parks & Trails New York and 
all trail enthusiasts. Celebrate our expanded connectivity by 
walking, cycling, or volunteering. 
Visit www.ptny.org/trailfinder to find a multi-use trail near you.

PARKS, TRAILS AND PUBLIC LANDS
Doubling funding for Park and Trail Partnership Grants
With Park and Trail Partnership Grants now at the $1 million 
mark, we are looking forward to funding twice as many 
exciting and innovative projects.

Getting together with Friends 
In the wake of our very successful 2019 statewide Friends 
conference, and to make sure we’re offering the best support we 
can to Friends groups, we’ll be launching a series of regional 
Friends group meetings closer to their home turfs in 2020.  

ADVOCACY
Investing in New York’s green infrastructure
We’re joining with our fellow environmental organizations 
to promote the $3 billion Restore Mother Nature Bond Act. 
We’ll be doing everything in our power to convince voters in 
November to vote YES! on the Bond Act. If passed, it will be 
the first environmental bond act since 1996. 

Envisioning the future of parks and trails
The NY Parks 2020 Plan has been amazingly effective, infusing 
our state park system with $900 million in capital investment.  
We’re excited to plan for and dream about how we can help 
parks and trails thrive—not just survive—in 2020 and beyond.

Ensuring all New Yorkers have nearby green space 
We want to make sure all New Yorkers have easy access to 
nature and the outdoors, whether at a park or trail. From 
programs such as Connect Kids to Complete Streets, we’re 
primed to push for access.

TO DONATE OR JOIN, VISIT WWW.PTNY.ORG       5

Protecting, Expanding and Enhancing 
Parks and Trails into the Next Decade 

http://www.ptny.org/trailfinder
WWW.PTNY.ORG


6       ANNUAL REPORT 2019 TO DONATE OR JOIN, VISIT WWW.PTNY.ORG       7

5 WAYS TO SUPPORT:

Become a member

Donate (and get your employer to match)

Give at the office through EarthShare.org 

Give Stock, Mutual Funds, or support  
PTNY through your Donor Advised Fund

Join our Legacy Society

Visit ptny.org/get-involved/ways-to-give to learn more 
or contact Linden Horvath, Development Director,  
at lhorvath@ptny.org or 518-434-1583.

2019 Financial Summary
The charts represent overall income and expenses for Parks & Trails New York for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2018.

OPERATING EXPENSES
TOTAL: $1,933,821

OPERATING SUPPORT & REVENUE
TOTAL: $2,097,244

Programs: Conservation, Education & Advocacy 

Fundraising

Management & General

Grants 

Program Revenue 

Individual, Foundation & Corporate Contributions 

Other 

A copy of our complete audited financial statement can be obtained online at ptny.org/aboutus/financials or by calling Parks & Trails New York at 518-434-1583.

91%

5%

4%

48%

26 %

25%

1%

Come Build the Future of New York’s Parks and Trails with Us!
5 WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:

��Volunteer for I Love My Park Day or Canal Clean Sweep 

Join us for an Advocacy Day at the Capitol

�Join a Park or Trail Friends Group

Adopt a Trail 

�Sign Up:  Receive updates on important park and trail  
issues and newsletters full of new outdoor places to explore 

Visit ptny.org/get-involved/volunteer to learn more,  
call our office at 518-434-1583 or email ptny@ptny.org.  

WWW.PTNY.ORG
http://EarthShare.org
http://www.ptny.org/get-involved/ways-to-give
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Thank You to Our  
Members and Donors
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Parks & Trails New York thanks all who make our work possible: our donors giving anywhere from 
$1 to $99 and those volunteering, protecting, and advocating for our parks, trails and public 
lands.  You keep our green spaces safe, clean, and welcoming today and for future generations.

GEORGE W. PERKINS 
CIRCLE
$5,000+
Anonymous
EarthShare New York Donors 
John Hunter
Elizabeth Martyn
A. Joseph & Colleen Scott
Lucy R. Waletzky

STEWARDS
$1,000-4,999
George & Linda Bartunek
Robert Basch
Jeffrey & Louise Bender
Jack Bertsch
Deborah Cohen &  

Edgar Masters
Veronica Fitzgerald
Jeffrey R. Gural
Keith & Kathy Hynes
Robert & Carol Kafin 
Ernest E. Keet
Susan McCuen
Richard & Ronay Menschel
Judith C. Mower 
Constance M. Neel
Stephen Pagano
Drew Raines
Richard Steamer, Basin Trading 

Co./Pittsford Victor LLC
Michael Tannen
Alan & Linda Vincent

PROTECTORS
$500-999
Peter M. Bakal 
Anne Boehm
David Bronston 
William & Catherine Davies
James C. Dawson
James A. Goodwin
Michael R. Herzog
Thomas & Grace Holmes 
Shoshana Keller &  

Deborah Reichler 
Angela Julien
Harvey & Debbie Kliman
Judy Kroon
Joshua Levy &  

Pamela Magnuson
Candace & John Marsellus 
David & Lori Moore
Gregory F. Nye
Richard H. Remmer 
Larry Rockefeller 
Harriet Savage
Susan B. Sorotsky
Susan Stashower
Robert & Susan Tafel
Kevin Williams
Mark Winsberg &  

Diane S. Morse

SUPPORTERS
$250-499
Christine Berardi
Ed Bergstraesser 
Lizabeth Bourret
Robert Boylan
Karen M. Campbell
Thomas & Debra Carey
James Chamberlain  

& Karen Dyson
Suzanne Clary
Stuart Cohen
Nicholas Colucci
Daniel Crough
Kirk Cornwell & Claire Pospisil 
Priscilla Dale
Jim & Lynn DeOrio
Philip Digiovanni
John Doherty
Lloyd Dropkin
Donal Early
Fred & Pam Freed
Bud & Nancy Gearhart
Arthur Gellert
Phillip Gioia
Marjorie & Gurnee Hart

Barbara Lowrey
Mark McDonald
Michael Murphy
Jeff & Margo Olson
Melvin Pettus
Steven Pruschki
Elizabeth & Emerson Pugh
John Reschovsky
Karina R. Ricker 
Daniel Riesel
Christine Roberts
Peter & Mary Ellen Robison
Jeff & Barbara Schindler
Paul V. Sciocchetti
Rowland & Carla Stebbins
Gregory Stevens
Jeffrey Swain  

& Nancy Anderson
Irene Szabo
Harold & Pamela Tarry
Alfredo Torres
Stephanie H. Wacholder
Ted & Betsy Wheeler
Mark Wilson & Denise Rempe
Edward Wojtaszek
Rebecca Young
Clive Zent

FRIENDS
$100-249
Bob Abrams
Ilse Albers
Timothy Allanbrook  

& Elisabeth Barnett
Steven Alperstein
Richard & Gail Anderson
Mike Andriatch
Douglas Antczak  

& Wendy Robertson
April Ashby
Howard Axel
Jane Bahnsen
Robert & Susan Baker
Paul F. Balser
Steven Banks
Alan J. Barcomb
Kenneth Baron
Camille Basile
Larry Bates
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Baxt
Richard Beamish
David Bean
Andy Beers
Robert M. Beck
Christine Berardi
Jack Bertsch
Linda Bierman
Florance Bigelow
Gary Blumenfeld
Cynthia Boardman
Susan & Kerry Borchardt
Nancy L. Bornemann
Joel Boyd
Peter Brenner
Ann & Gary Brouse
Michael Bruce
Mark Brugger
George Buchholz  

& Paula Loskamp
Michael & Mary Burke
Albert Butzel
Barbara Carovano
Suzanne Carroll
Mark Chertok
Alan Cole
Janice M. Coleman
Craig Conti
Charles Copeland
Christina Coppola
Raymond & Claire Costantino
Frances Cox
Gary & Annemarie Creason
Daniel Crough
Peter & Linda Cure
Michael Daley
Tad D’Ambrosio
Walt & Jane Daniels
Michael J. Dannenberg
William & Elaine Dearcop
Carol J. Dempster
Anne Dewell
William DeWitt

Lana Digangi
Robert Dittmer
Edward Doherty
Beverly Dolly
Stanley Domanowski
Joseph A. Donovan
Edward Duncanson
Mina Dunnam
Richard & Hildegard Edling
Ellen Egeth
Michael Ellenberg
Wallace Elton
Matthew English
Jean & Peter Esser
Charlotte Fahn
Lonnie Roth Fairchild
Mary Ann Fastook
Deborah Fenn
John P. Finneran
Steve Fischer
John Fitzgerald
John Flack
Katherine Flack
Bill Flanagan
Tom Frantz
Blaine Friedlander
Myron Frost
Richard Frost
Gerry & Annette Gacioch
Norma Ganderson
Robert Garfield & Anne Green
Robert Geraci
Lance Geyer
Martha Gingrich
Mary Gitnick
Alain Golay
Charles Goldberger
Robin Goldstein
Sonja Goodwin
Frances & George Gotcsik
David Haase & Esther Schwalb
Benjamin M. Haber
Howard B. Halstead  

& Melissa A. Engler
Teresa Hargrave
John Hasbrouck
Katherine Hastings
Kristen Heath
James L. Hicks
James & Elaine Hilton
Adam Hinge
Victoria Hingston
Stephen Hornberger
Helen Hovdesven
Douglas Hulle
Peter G. Humphrey
Peter Huntington
Jean Ingalls
Carol Jackman
Mark Jauquet
Dale Jeffers
Gerald Peter Jemison
Michael Johnson
Mark Juliano
Barbara & Matthew Kabrisky
Steve Kahn
Matthew & Colleen Kapklein
Judith Kaplan
David S. Kellogg
Michael Kennedy
John Kilroy & Christine Gervasi
David Kimball
Diane King
Nicoline Kiwiet
Beth Kleinschmidt
Carl W. Kohls
Henryka Komanska
Laura Kososki
Erik Kulleseid
Vincent Lamenzo 
Jeffrey & Marcia Lange
David Larson & Harriet Heller
George Lence
Edwin Deane Leonard
Laura Leso
Raymond Letterman
Frederick & Micki Lieber
Louise Lindenmeyr
David & Nancy Lippert
Ola Allison List
Janet A. Little
David Lloyd

Paul E. Lohneis
Michael Lutz
Daniel Lynch
Donna Lynch
Thomas Lynch
Laurence Lytton
Elizabeth MacNamee
Joanne Macklin
Chuck & Barbara Manning
David Marshall
Shelia Martin
Jeanne Mathewson
Margaret Matta
John McAuley
Maureen W. McCarthy
Henry McCartney
Richard & Karla McCluskey
Barbara McCutcheon
Kevin McEvoy
Barnabas McHenry
Thomas McKelvey
Ann McPartlin
Tony Medeiros
Donald Meeker
James Meinhold
Glenn Melcher
John Mesch
Peter & Irina Micheletti
Russell Miller
Robert & Betty Minemier
Vincent J. Mirrione 
John Mitchell
John & Marianne Mizel
Lucia Monroe
Gary & Janis Moore
Terry & Karen Moyer
Frederick Murphy 
Robert Murrett
Stan Myers
Mary Napurski
Thomas Niemann
Sigrin Newell
Carol Norr
Gail Norris
Peter & Helen North
Barbara Novick
Joan O’Connor
Nancy L. Olsen
Christine Olson
Jacqueline Orr
David Osswald & Crystal Bunch
Sandra Palmer
James Pandise
Eric & Janet Paperman
George Parker
Jacqueline Parker
David & Michelle Pastel
James Peacock
David Pearson
Nancy Pettibone
Henry & Sally Peyrebrune
Virginia Phillips
Jean & Joel Poplawski
Jane Potenzo
Joan Ragland
Allan & Edwina Randall
Carol Rathbun
Anne Ray
Elizabeth Regan
Pamela Renfro
Stephen J. Renison
Lawrence & Marcie Robinson
Janet C. Ross
Karen Ross
Jon Rowley
James Ruhl
Elizabeth Russell
Christopher Ryan
Mark T. Ryan
Stephen Sachs
Betty Salzberg
Dorothy Sarvay
Raymond N. Satter
Louise Schachter
Gretchen Schauss
David Schiff
Peter & Jennifer Schlactus 
Carol Schmelz
Martha Schroeder
Joan Schumaker 
Christine Schutterop
Susan Schuur

Nan C. Scinta
Salvatore Scire
Deborah Shakotko
Neil & Linda Shapiro
Joan Schumaker
Peter F. Signorelli
Jim Skvorak
Larry Slatky
Samuel Smith
Susan Smith
John Smolinsky  

& Ellen M. Prakken
Maida Snapper
Kristal Soo
John & Mary Alice Spencer
Aaron & Martha Spital
Amanda Stan
Christine Stanton
Jeffery & Ann Stewart
Mark Stiehl
Todd Stofflet
Jonathan Sumner
Charles O. Svenson
Jeff & Laura Teeter
Alice Thompson
William Thompson
Janice Tighe
Katharine L. Tomasi
Christopher Trow
Michael & Lynette Tucker
Michael J. Van Itallie
Lyle Van Vranken
George D. VanArsdale
Julia Van Haaften
Stephen C. Vetter
Carol Waaser
Glenn & Joan Wallis
Nancy A. Ward
John P. Waugh
Philip Weinberg
Stephen Weiss
Delia Westerdahl
Robert Whiteford
Charles Whitfield
Richard White-Smith
Richard & Peggy Whittaker
Penelope P. Wilson
Steven Wilson
Ronald Woodruff
David & Julie Woods
Ion Worth
J.A. Wunderlich III
Michael Yates
James Yeara
Lisa M. Zimmerman
Scott & Stephanie Zoufaly

CORPORATE, 
FOUNDATION & 
ORGANIZATION 
SUPPORT
The Adirondack Council
ALL U
American Conservation 

Association
American Express Foundation
Angry Orchard
Apex Clean Energy Holdings, LLC
Appalachian Mountain Club
AT&T
Bank of America
Barton & Loguidice, Engineers, 

Landscape Architects, 
Planners

BBL Construction Services, LLC
Beardsley Architects and 

Engineers 
Benevity Community  

Impact Fund 
Boston Scientific
Brookfield Renewable  

Energy Group
Buffalo News
Caldwell House Bed 

and Breakfast
Capital District Physicians’ 

Health Plan, Inc.
Central Hudson Gas  

& Electric Corporation
CHA
Comfy Campers

Consolidated Edison  
Company of NY

Corning Incorporated
Creighton Manning Engineering
EarthShare NY
Erie Canal House
Erie Canalway National Heritage 

Corridor
Extreme Terrain
Finger Lakes Trail Conference, Inc.
Friends of Allegany State Park 
Friends of Five Rivers
Friends of the Genesee Valley 

Greenway
Friends of Knox Farm  

State Park
Friends of Johnson Hall 
Friends of Letchworth  

State Park 
Genesee River Wilds
Ginsburg Development 

Companies
H2M architects + engineers
Harlem Valley Rail Trail Assn.
Harney & Sons Fine Teas
Hodgson Russ LLP
IBM Foundation
The Liro Group
LKB Consulting Engineers
Long Island Media
L.L.Bean, Inc.
M&T Bank
Mathews Nielsen Landscape 

Architects PC
Morgan Stanley ISG Technology 
Niagara River Greenway
Price Chopper/Market 32
Rails to Trails Conservancy
The Richenthal Foundation
The William & Patricia Robbins 

Charitable Fund
Saratoga Associates
Shell Oil Company Foundation
Times Union
Turner Construction
United Health
Warren County Safe and Quality 

Bicycle Organization
Verizon
Wegmans Food Markets, Inc.
The Walbridge Fund, Ltd.
The Robert W. Wilson 

Charitable Trust

GOVERNMENT
Albany County Convention  

& Visitors Bureau
Cayuga County Convention  

& Visitors Bureau
Discover Schenectady
Fulton-Montgomery Regional 

Chamber
Governor’s Traffic Safety 

Committee
Town of Gorham
Madison County Tourism
NYS Canal Corporation/NYS 

Power Authority
NYS Commission of National  

& Community Service
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation 

and Historic Preservation
Oneida County Tourism
Orleans County Tourism
Seneca County Chamber  

of Commerce
Visit Syracuse
Visit Rochester
Wayne County Tourism

IN MEMORY OF  
STUART LEVENGOOD 
Richard & Margaret Whittaker

IN HONOR OF  
DAVID BRONSTON
David Schiff

IN MEMORY OF  
THOMAS A. BOEHM
Anne Boehm
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What does it take  
     to protect our state’s public lands?

33 Elk Street
Albany, New York 12207

518.434.1583
ptny@ptny.org
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“I go to nature to be soothed and healed.”
— �John Burroughs, American naturalist and essayist from the Catskills.  

Visit the John Burroughs Sanctuary in the town of Esopus, NY. 

@parksandtrailsny

@ptny

@parkstrailsny
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A look at how Parks & Trails New York is making 
a difference for your favorite green spaces.
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