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INTRODUCTION

According to the 2005 Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System Survey conducted by the
State of New York Department of Health and the Center for Disease Control, 57% of New York
adults are overweight or obese. Medical research has shown that a sedentary lifestyle can
contribute to high blood pressure, heart disease, diabetes, osteoporosis and an increased risk for
some forms of cancer. Easily accessible, close to home, multi-use trails can provide no or low
cost opportunities for everyone, irrespective of age or ability, to increase their level of daily
activity and become more involved in their community.

Healthy Trails, Healthy People (HTHP), a program of Parks & Trails New York, helps
communities across the state become more physically active through the development of local
multi-use trails. The effort is funded in part by a five-year grant from the Healthy Heart Program
of the New York State Department of Health. The goal of HTHP is to help communities, such as
Chittenango, build the vision, constituencies, and local support that are critical to long term
success of trail projects. HTHP provides technical assistance, workshops, mini-grants and
organizational support to a selected number of communities as well as general informational
resources and conferences for trail advocates across the state.

As part of HTHP, The Village of Chittenango was chosen in December 2006 to receive help with
the development of a multi-use Creek Walk and Neighborhood Trail. To date, Parks & Trails
New York staff has worked with the Chittenango Creek Walk and Neighborhood Trail
Committee to present a workshop on trail development and provide trail design
recommendations, advice on easement acquisition, and assistance in the completion of a
Recreational Trails Program grant application. Based on these efforts, Parks& Trails New York
is pleased to provide this document as a guide for the committee to follow as the “next steps” in
meeting their goal of a public, community trail.

BACKGROUND

COMMUNITY SELECTION

The Village of Chittenango Creek Walk and Neighborhood Trail was selected by Parks & Trails
New York as one of its Healthy Trails, Health People program projects because it met or
exceeded the following selection criteria:

e EXxisting plans and resolutions recommending open space preservation and trail
development, highly supported by the municipality.

On July 8, 2004, the Village Board passed a resolution to form a committee in response to a
Neighborhood Revitalization Report prepared in December 2003 by the Syracuse University
Center for Public and Community Service. The report recommended that corridors around
Chittenango Creek and the Erie Canal be viewed as public space and that these corridors be
celebrated and preserved while making safe off-road connections between residential areas, the
downtown, and other Village resources. The volunteer committee, comprised of Village
residents, designed an “Action Plan” that was approved by the Village Board in September 2004
and then revised and re-approved by the Board in October, 2006 (See Appendix A- Action Plan)



In addition, the 1989 Village of Chittenango Long Range Master Plan, Chapter V, #12 “Special
Studies: Chittenango Creek”, suggested a recreational corridor use for this area. (See Appendix
B - Photos of Existing Conditions). And finally, the Town of Sullivan Comprehensive Plan,
adopted in January 2006, and the Town of Sullivan Parks and Recreation Department Five Year
Plan recommended development of this area for health improvement opportunities, outdoor
recreation, provision of neighborhood connections and emergency service and maintenance
accessibility.

e A corridor with potential links to community resources.

The long-range goal is to develop, in phases, a system of trails, neighborhood links and
sidewalks totaling 3.3 miles in length. When completed, the trail system will link Chittenango’s
neighborhoods, a Village and Town Park, Stonehedge Rehabilitation Center, prime trout fishing
areas, the Village commercial district, the Chittenango Landing Canal Boat Museum, and the
Erie Canal National Heritage Corridor.

e A mission in line with that of Parks & Trails New York and the Healthy Heart
Program.

The mission of the Village of Chittenango’s Creek Walk and Neighborhood Trail project is to
enrich the quality of life of residents and visitors by connecting the community so that it is more
cohesive, increasing accessibility for persons with disabilities and enhancing opportunities for
recreation, health, fitness, education and economic improvement while showcasing areas of
natural beauty and historic importance within the community.

This mission parallels Parks & Trails mission to expand, protect and promote a network of parks,
trails and open spaces throughout our state for use and enjoyment by all.

e Established community groups and citizens committed to the trail’s development.

More than thirty years ago, the Chittenango Garden Club began efforts to develop a trail in this
location. The political and economic factors at that time did not allow this plan to become a
reality but the desire to complete the trail never waned. Today, in addition to the fourteen-



person, volunteer Chittenango Creek Walk and Neighborhood Trail Committee, private citizens
and other organizations such as the Knights of Columbus, the Lions Club, the Rotary Club, local
Eagle and Boy Scout troops, the high school Environmental Science Club, and the Chittenango
Garden Club continue to provide support and volunteer labor towards development of this trail.

In addition to an Action Plan, the trail committee — which boasts a landscape architect, civil
engineer, graphic artist, historian, land surveyor and heavy equipment operator among its ranks -
has also prepared a conceptual drawing demonstrating phased development for the entire system,
a promotional brochure (See Appendix C), logo, and several power point presentations. They
meet monthly and have hosted trail walks and volunteer days to clear debris and scrubby
vegetation from the corridor.

The committee has also continued to involve the community at large by holding three
information and planning sessions and a trail workshop.

The first of three public information sessions was hosted in September 2003. Eighty-four
residents attended the meeting and gave input. A second public meeting was held in December
2003 to gain further input and reach individuals who were unable to attend the first meeting.
Fifty-five residents signed the attendance sheet. The third public meeting was held in June 2004
and while well attended — no official count was taken.

The input given during these three meetings formed the basis for the Trail Vision Plan.
(See Appendix D for full size map)

TRAIL VISION PLAN
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In September 2006, the trail committee, The Village of Chittenango, and the Garden Club co-
hosted a Community Trails Workshop at which Parks and Trails New York staff highlighted the
benefits of trails with a power point presentation and facilitated a question and answer session
for residents to discuss the project proposal, ask questions about issues of concern, and provide
input on the future development of the trail.



Senator David Valesky talks to Mayor Robert Freunscht and members of the community about the Chittenango Creek
Walk and Neighbor hood Trail System at the September 28, 2006, “Community Trails Workshop” hosted by Parks & Trails
New York, The Chittenango Garden Club and the Village of Chittenango

Also at this meeting, Senator David Valesky, Assemblyman William Magee, the Madison
Chapter of Trout Unlimited, the Chittenango Garden Club and the family of Frank Vero were
recognized for their contributions. Thirty attendees signed the register representing eleven
different community organizations. Eleven individuals expressed interest in becoming involved
in the project more actively.

Donna Lynch explains Vision plan to
community member at 2006 Chamber of
Commerce Business Exposition

The committee has also participated in two Chamber of Commerce Business Expositions and
maintains a staffed information booth at Oz Fest (which in future years will be called the Oz
Extravaganza).



e A corridor with interested private owners and significant public ownership and
support.

A significant portion of the trail system is owned by public entities, including the Town of
Sullivan, the Village of Chittenango, the New York State Office of Parks Recreation and Historic
Preservation and the New York State Canal Corporation. Easement agreements are being
negotiated by the trail committee, on behalf of the municipality, for the remaining portions which
are privately held. The Village of Chittenango will be responsible for the trail and will maintain
the trail once completed, by providing police patrols, emergency services and trash pickup. In
addition, the Village provides the committee with an annual budget (2006-2007 year is $8,500)
to be used towards the development of the trail. The Village Board is committed to sustaining
the project through annual budget appropriations, and has offered to provide any required
matching dollars for grants obtained by the committee for trail development.

COMMUNITY PROFILE
According to the 2000 Census Data for the Village of Chittenango, New York, the population is
4,855 with 1,968 housing units in a land area that covers 2.44 square miles.

69.9 % percent of the population contributes to the labor force. Of those commuting to work, a
total of 94.5 % drive in a car. 2.5% percent walk and another 1.3 % commute by some other
means besides public transportation. The mean travel time to work is 23.6 minutes. Increasing a
system of trails throughout the community could encourage more people to commute to work by
bicycle or by walking.

Appendix E from the U.S. Census Bureau, clearly describes the complete community profile of
Chittenango, New York.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE

With the help of “Sparkplugs” Donna Lynch and Bill Nickal, the trail committee has taken an
idea whose conception dates back over 30 years and brought it closer to being a reality than ever
before. They have revived the dream — but this time with an organized, methodical step-by-step
approach. They have gathered the professionals, done the homework and are now working to
raise enough funds to be able to build the trail.

It began more than 30 years ago when the local garden club thought that a path along the
Chittenango Creek would be a good idea for the community. There was even some initial
clearing and grading work completed and road millings were deposited along the corridor.
However, money and interest in the development of the trail was limited and before long the
corridor was back to being an overgrown foot trail used only by those wishing to access the
creek for fishing. On May 23, 1989, a Long Range Master Plan for the Village was adopted that
proposed a path in generally the same location as the present proposed corridor.

The real trail revival came on September 30, 2003 when a “Community Workshop” sponsored
by the Syracuse University School of Architecture — Community Design Center was held at the
Chittenango High School Cafeteria as part of a college community design class. The students
visited Chittenango to gather information about the community and its assets, codes, people,



businesses and features. Part of their project included a plan for the revitalization of the
community. The resulting report, “Envisioning Chittenango: Design Guidelines for
Chittenango” instigated the renewed planning efforts for a community trail system.

On June 29, 2004, a meeting was held to discuss the development of a “creek walk and
neighborhood trail-way system” committee. The trail committee was made official on July 8,
2004, and committee meetings are now held on the third Monday of each month at 7:00 p.m. at
the Village of Chittenango Municipal Building. Three local residents offered to act as co-
chairpersons and to seek other interested volunteers. These three chairpersons were Donna
Lynch, Bill Nickal and Jeff Collier. Today there are fourteen active committee members, all of
whom are volunteers and Chittenango residents. Bill and Donna have stayed on as co-chairs.

The trail committee members include a civil engineer, graphic artist, historian, heavy equipment
operator, licensed land surveyor and a landscape designer with a master’s degree in landscape
architecture. These citizens have designed the trail system vision plan, based on input from town
meetings, “The Action Plan”, two Power Point presentations, a promotional brochure, and logo
to help implement the project. The initial “Action Plan” was adopted by the Village Board by
resolution on August 24, 2004. A revised “Action Plan” was adopted by the Village Board on
October 3, 2006 and it outlines the details of Phase One construction. It is through the efforts of
this committee that four private property owners have entered into an agreement to allow the
Village to acquire permanent easements through their property for Phase One of the Creek Walk.
The committee continues to work, with assistance from Mayor Robert Freunscht, on negotiating
additional easements for the remaining corridor.

Committee members have also given presentations to twelve organizations in the community,
have enlisted the assistance of other community members and have promoted the trail by
participating in two Chamber of Commerce Business Expositions, the OzFest, and Canalway
Trail Celebration events.

More than eighty citizens have donated a combined 161 hours in volunteer labor to help clear
brush in preparation for the development of Phase | of the Creek Walk Trail. Donated
equipment and professional services have been received from the Village of Chittenango
Department of Public Works, Town of Sullivan Highway Department, a surveyor, landscape
designer, artist, computer programmer, arborist, and a local landscape company.

Madison County Chapter 680 of Trout Unlimited has provided a $500 donation and certified
donation letter to construct a handicapped accessible fishing platform on Chittenango Creek for
Phase One. A Small Cities — Small Towns grant of $5000 was received in the fall of 2006, and
will be used to help pay for materials and other costs associated with the construction of the
platform. A licensed surveyor has pledged to donate his services for the remaining survey work
needed to develop the project. Two Eagle Scouts candidates from Boy Scout Troop 11 will
complete projects to contribute to the trail development at the South Webber and Forbes Avenue
Neighborhood Trail segments. The committee was awarded $6000 dollars from Assemblyman
Magee, $3,000 from Senator Valesky and in 2006-2007, has an annual operating budget of
$8,500 from the Village of Chittenango.



An application for a $100,000 Recreational Trails Program grant was completed by the trail
committee and submitted in October 2006. The Village was prepared to make a $36,000 match if
the grant was awarded. Unfortunately, the project was not selected for the grant. The Village
continues its offer to supply the funds for any grant that requires a match.

As of October 2006, $2,500 had already been raised in miscellaneous community donations
towards the project. On February 21, 2007, the Committee began a “How You Can Help Build
the Dream” fundraising campaign. (See Appendix F) The new campaign mailed letters to 35
individuals and businesses in the community and has already raised $50.00 through this effort.
The fundraising letter identifies the financial and human labor needs of the project and asks that
interested parties consider making a donation of time, money or materials. The campaign also
offers an option to buy memorial benches and site amenities, such as kiosks, trash receptacles
and pet stations.

Finally, a single anonymous donation of $10,000.00 dollars was made at a meeting by a
community member who said that “Chittenango has always been my community and now I want
to do something to give back.” This donation was in response to publicity about the project in
the newspaper.

OTHER PLANS

The Town of Sullivan Comprehensive Plan, adopted by the Town of Sullivan Board of
Supervisors in January 2006, recommends development of the Chittenango Creek corridor for
recreation and to provide connections to neighborhoods. Likewise, the Town of Sullivan Parks
and Recreation Department Five Year Plan, cites the need to develop additional recreational and
health improvement opportunities for all residents and visitors to the community. The
Recreation Five Year Plan expresses an interest to work co-operatively with the Village of
Chittenango to this end.

COMMUNUTY TRAIL WORKSHOP
PREPARATION

On September 28, 2006 Parks and Trails New York presented a “Community Trails Workshop”
as part of the assistance offered through the Healthy Trails Healthy People Program. Prior to
the event, Parks & Trail New York staff had walked the trail corridor on two occasions, once
with co-chairs Donna Lynch and Bill Nickal and once with Town Historian and trail committee
member Dick Sullivan.



Parks & Trails staff, Fran Gotcsik and Terry Barney Conway walk Phase One with Bill Nickal and Donna Lynch
(See Appendix B — Photos of Existing Conditions for more views of corridor)

Press releases about the workshop were sent to the Syracuse Post Standard, the Chittenango
Bridgeport Times and included on the Parks & Trails website and in its electronic newsletter,
Parks & Trails E-news. The Public Access TV Channel 99 listed the Trails Workshop on its list
of local events.

Parks & Trails New York developed a flier for the workshop (See Appendix G) which was
mailed to local stakeholders, landowners and organizations and posted in and around the
community.

A cleanup day was held on September 9, 2007 where the workshop was announced.

A Community Trails Workshop
er

Thursday.
4

Flier that was used to advertise meeting in the community. Senator David Valesky speaks to community and Mayor Robert Freunscht.
(Full size in Appendix G)

FORMAT

The meeting was hosted by the Village of Chittenango Parks Commission and Board of Trustees,
and the Village of Chittenango Garden Club. Mayor Robert Freunscht welcomed 35 members of
the community, Senator David Valesky and Parks & Trails New York staff members Fran
Gotcsik and Terry Barney Conway. He introduced the Village of Chittenango Creek Walk
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Committee and then introduced Senator Valesky who spoke briefly before awarding Chittenango
with a Legislative Initiative Award of $3000 to be processed through the Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation. Following Senator Valesky’s comments the Mayor made
an announcement that Assemblyman Magee was also making a $6000 Legislative award to the
project. The family of the late Frank VVero was recognized for their generous memorial
contribution of $800 to the trail fund and then the Mayor accepted the presentation of a check for
$500 from Bob Salmon and Bob Smith of the Madison County Chapter 680 of Trout Unlimited
as well as a pledge to construct a handicap accessible fishing platform for the community in
Phase One..

Mayor Robert Freunscht accepts donations made by Bob Smith
and Bob Salmon form the Madison County Chapter 680 of Trout Unlimited.

Co-Chair Bill Nickal introduced Parks & Trails New York staff member Terry Barney Conway
who gave a presentation that highlighted the social, economic and health benefits that this
community could expect to realize with the development of the trail and addressed some
common concerns that landowners often have about privacy, crime and liability.

Bill Nickal then gave a video presentation about the trail corridor which documented the
progress that has been made on the ground and asked people to please become involved in future
trail development. Immediately following Bill’s video, the audience participated in a question
and answer session led by Parks & Trails New York staff member Fran Gotcsik.

Ideas were exchanged and further input about specific details like location for lighting, security
patrols from local law enforcement personnel and the location of the fishing platform were
discussed. Officer Paul Donaheu assured the community that the trail would be patrolled by
officers as part of their regular duties. The coach for the local high school track and cross
country teams indicated his desire to have these youthful athletes train on the trail so that they
will not face the dangers of running on narrow shoulders of the local road system. Trail
Committee member Elizabeth Metz documented all of the comments discussed during this part
of the session. (See Appendix H — Participant Comment Summary)

PARTICIPANT RESPONSES

The general mood of the audience was receptive, interested and supportive. The Chittenango
community clearly wants to have this trail system built. No one expressed opposition to the idea
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of building this trail at the meeting. A snowmobile enthusiast wanted to know if the Phase One
trail could be used for snowmobiles and Committee Chair Bill Nickal replied that he would like
to work with the snowmobile groups to plan for trails that would connect into the community,
but that at this time, the network planned for within the Village would be limited to non-
motorized vehicles only (other than rescue and maintenance vehicles). Bill stressed that the
committee would be willing to look at other trail options for use by snowmobiles and encouraged
the individual to stay involved in the planning process.

A survey and questionnaire was given at the end of the presentation. Fifteen of the thirty five in
attendance completed a questionnaire and survey.

All of those who filled out the questionnaire said that they or their family would use the Creek
Walk. The highest use would be walking followed by biking and wildlife and bird observation.
Other highly desired trail activities were snowshoeing, cross country skiing and just general
relaxing. Most said that they would use the trail at least three times a week. Seven out of the
fifteen respondents asked to be notified about future volunteer work days. (See Appendix | —
Questionnaire Summary)

WORKSHOP EVALUATION

An evaluation form for the workshop was distributed and fifteen attendees completed the
evaluation. Overall most felt that though the presentations were too long they delivered in a
professional manner and provided useful information. (See Appendix J —Workshop Evaluation
Summary) All names were entered into a data base of people interested in the Chittenango
Creek Walk that the committee will maintain. All attendees were thanked for their participation
with a personal letter from the Co-chairs of the trails committee.

SUGGESTIONS FOR NEXT STEPS
DEVELOP AN ACTIVE PROGRAM FOR CORRIDOR PROMOTION

Newsletter

The Village of Chittenango publishes a community newsletter on a quarterly basis. The Creek
Walk Committee always has a section of the newsletter devoted to news about the trail system.
The corridor should continue to be promoted in this newsletter as it reaches all members of the
community four times a year. Targeted letters should be sent out as needed, to contact
stakeholders, landowners, businesses and civic organizations regarding current activities.

Website

Currently the Village of Chittenango has a website at:
http://www.e-gtech.com/chittenango/index.php. The Mayor and the Village Clerk maintain this
basic site and have offered to provide either space on it for Creek Walk Committee news or a
link to a page the trail committee could develop on their own. Because so many people now
choose the Internet as their primary means of getting information, it is absolutely necessary that
the Creek Walk is promoted on the Internet.

It is recommended that the Village website have a link to a web page for the Creek Walk
Committee that will be the committee’s responsibility to work with the Village staff to design
and maintain. The Creek Walk Committee should include the following on the webpage:
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http://www.e-gtech.com/chittenango/index.php

an introduction to the project with a short history or background

a trail vision map

the official minutes of the monthly Chittenango Creek Walk Committee meetings

a photo gallery of the trail

a list of supporters

a link to “What’s New”

a link to “Ongoing Work Details and VVolunteer Projects”

a link to “How to Get Involved”, and finally

a link to where someone can make a donation over the internet or information on how to
pledge a donation

Committee members should provide the Village Clerk, or other staff assigned to Information
Technology with information to update and maintain the webpage on a monthly basis.

School Programs

Every effort should be made to involve school groups whenever possible. As one community
member stated at a trails workshop, “If you can hook the kids, they will be interested for a
lifetime and you will probably get the parents support too”. Environmentally or recreationally
oriented classes and sports teams or clubs should be encouraged to have activities focused on
trail development and use.

In 2006, The High School Environmental Science Club had bundled seedlings provided from the
Cooperative Extension Agency. Biology teacher Lisa Lowenburg got the shrubs for free through
the State Department of Environmental Conservation’s Seedlings for Schools program. Students
potted high bush cranberry, toringo crabapple, swamp rose and silky dogwood shrubs. Those
plants were rooted in pots over the winter and cared for by committee members. In the spring of
2007, they were planted along the trail in an effort to stabilize the bank on the bare slope on
South Weber Drive. These accomplishments should be celebrated and highlighted with a
community walk along the trail.

The cross country team and the track team should also be encouraged to take part in any
activities that promote the trail’s development as this will eventually become a training route for
these teams. They could be asked to organize fund raisers during community hike days, such as
bake sales or a demo run followed by a spaghetti dinner at the high school or a hot dog cook out
in Sullivan Park.

Any time a community hike is held, the instructors and coaches should be contacted to encourage
their students to participate.

Guided Hikes

Guided hikes should always invite school groups but they should also be scheduled as part of a
bigger network of events. It is recommended that the committee schedule a hike a minimum of
two times a year. Larger events to tie into include the annual National Trails Day Canalway
Trail Celebration and the Oz Extravaganza. Local Historians, like Dick Sullivan, or local
Naturalists, should be invited to lead guided hikes to help educate the hikers on the resources
along the trail and in the community.
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Currently the hikes can be conducted using corridors where easement agreements are already in
place and the developed Neighborhood Trail links through the parks that will eventually connect
to the proposed Creek Walk. At each hike, vision plans and brochures should be available and
information about ongoing volunteer opportunities, such as the fundraising appeal and the trail
steward and adopt-a-trail programs should be discussed. These hikes should highlight any recent
accomplishments like a planting project, DPW completion of a trail segment, or a volunteer work
effort and recognition should be given to participants. It would also be advisable to end each
walk at an event of some sort, whether it is a work day, or a picnic or a fund raiser in the park.

Village Kiosk
Any time a trail event is held, it should be promoted on the newly constructed community

signboard that is located on Route 5 on the eastern entrance to the Village and on the Village
Website.

STRENGTHEN THE ORGANIZATION

Land Owner Partnerships and New Stakeholders

Up until now, the committee has only focused on development of Phase One of the Creek Walk.
However, in the Trail Vision Plan, the entire corridor has conceptually been identified. It is
imperative that all landowners of property in any corridor identified on the Trail Vision Plan be
contacted as soon as possible. The committee should first develop a list of all land owners who
own property that could potentially be a part of the trail corridor and a list of all land owners
directly adjacent to the corridor. This includes any residential owners and any business or
organizations that are along the path.

These people are stakeholders in the project and could be the number one allies or opponents of
the project. It is critical that they are directly identified and brought into the process from the
beginning. They need to be informed about what has occurred so far, why they have been
identified, and what might be asked of them in the future. They should be given the name and
phone number of a Creek Walk Committee Chairperson to contact if they have any questions or
concerns, and they should personally be invited to all development meetings for the entire
corridor. They should be kept abreast of the efforts that have been made and the
accomplishments of the committee toward the project.

A database should be maintained of these landowners. Additionally, a database of all persons
who have come to a meeting made an inquiry or participated in a volunteer effort or a hike
should be maintained for future contact.

Continued Volunteer Efforts

The Village of Chittenango sponsors an annual “Community Betterment Day” which is always
held on the last Saturday in April. This continues to be a day when the trail committee has
sponsored a volunteer work day.

This year, an arborist has been contracted to submit a proposal to remove some large trees
around the trail easement on the Stonehenge Rehabilitative Residence Center. Volunteers will be
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needed to help cut up the fallen trees and clear debris. The local Boy Scouts and other
volunteers will be needed to work on building shade structures to cover benches in this area to
make up for the loss of shade. Additionally, recruitment is currently ongoing to identify a civic
organization that will demolish the current screened in porch which lies on the easement and
rebuild a newly re-located screened-in gazebo for the Stonehenge residents elsewhere on the

property.

Boy Scout Troops 11 & 33 are local troops who will continue to donate hours to the project for
years to come.

The trail steward program and the adopt-a-trail program are currently being studied by the
committee, but will not be implemented until Phase One of the Creek Walk is built or the South
Webber and Forbes Avenue Neighborhood connection is completed. The trail steward will be
asked to walk the trail on a regular basis, fill out a simple form to report conditions and activity
on the trail, including any damage or vandalism, and to pick up any litter that they see while
walking. They will submit this form to the Creek Walk Committee at the Village Clerk’s office.
The trail steward will get a T-shirt with the Creek Walk logo on the front and trail steward
printed on the back.

Businesses and civic organizations will be contacted to “adopt” sections of the trail once it is
constructed and will get a small trailside sign to acknowledge their commitment. This adoption
could involve financial support — but most definitely will include volunteer maintenance and
monitoring activities.

1989 Village Master Plan — Board Resolution to Re-affirm

The Village of Chittenango has an approved Master Plan that identifies the corridor in Phase One
of the Creek Walk to be used to connect neighborhoods and provide opportunities for walking
and recreation. However, this plan is now 18 years old. It would be beneficial to have the
current Village Board reaffirm its commitment to this intended use for the land adjacent to the
Chittenango Creek. Ideally this would be accomplished by the Village Board updating the
Master Plan. This is not on the current agenda for the Village Board, and, in lieu of that action,
the committee has gotten the Board to minimally pass a resolution that supports the development
of the trail system shown on the Trail Vision Plan and the associated Action Plan.

IMPLEMENT THE ACTION PLAN

The Chittenango Creek Walk Committee has been very diligent in keeping a current Action Plan
for Phase One of the Creek Walk. (See Appendix A) The committee had developed an initial
“Action Plan” which was adopted by the Village Board by resolution on August 24, 2004. A
revised “Action Plan” was adopted by the Village Board on October 3, 2006. The details of
Phase One construction are outlined in this revised plan and should now be accomplished in the
order set forth in the plan.

The committee is currently engaged in securing easements for all of the properties needed to
implement Phase One and some of the sections for Phase Two.
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The committee has a surveyor and an engineer who are conducting river surveys to determine if
a hydraulic analysis study will be required. DEC has indicated that if the committee can
demonstrate that flood waters will not be impacted by the construction of the fishing platform,
then DEC will be satisfied and the full HECRAS hydraulic study will not be required.

The committee paid $135.00 to purchase the 1984 FEMA Flood Model which will be used as a
reference and guide for the engineers to follow if the full HECRAS is required. The surveyor is
gathering the elevation data required by the engineer’s pro-bono. The river survey will be
conducted by a local engineering firm.

CONDUCT FUND RAISING

The trail project is highly supported by both the community and the local municipality. The crux
of the work now is to raise enough funds to build the trail and to continue to gain the required
easements to construct the trail in the desired location.

Fundraising is needed in order for the trail to be constructed. The committee is actively engaged
in a fundraising appeal and continues to pursue grant opportunities that will provide funds for
trail construction. The appeal includes the opportunity for individuals, businesses and
organizations to buy a memorial bench along the trail or other site amenities (like a pet station, a
trash receptacle or a kiosk) where a small plaque on the item will advertise their name or
memorial (See Appendix F).

Other suggestions for fundraising are tied to holding events at the end of community walks that
would engage student groups, their families and the community at large. While these forms of
fundraising rarely produce large sums of money, they can serve to keep the project alive in the
eyes of the community and also provide an opportunity to educate people about the project and
potentially bring more supporters into the critical mass of supporters. These could be in the form
of spaghetti dinners, bake sales and picnics in the park.

Parks & Trails New York highly suggests that the trail committee continues to watch the funding
section of our website at www.ptny.org, and our electronic newsletter “Parks and Trails E-News”
for new and current grants opportunities, and that they apply for all grants for which they are
eligible. Currently, the Trail Committee is writing an application for a Central New York
Community Foundation Grant to cover the construction costs of Phase One of the Creek Walk.

Mayor Freunscht has continued his ongoing support by pledging matching funds from the
Village budget to meet the requirements of any large grant that is received. The Village also
continues to donate DPW time and equipment during trail construction efforts. Actual
construction of Phase One will be done by the DPW Department.

CONTINUE PLANNING PHASE TWO AND THREE
The most critical steps at this point are to involve all of the landowners in the process, to gain all
the easements needed for the entire project, and to raise money for construction.

As Phase One is built, the trail must begin to focus on the programming steps suggested earlier in
this report and the development of an Action Plan for Phases Two and Three.
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As previously mentioned, it cannot be stressed enough how critical it is to contact the
landowners of Phase Two and Three now and include them in the development of the overall
project immediately.

APPLY FOR ASSISTANCE FROM NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE RIVERS AND TRAILS
PROGRAM

The National Parks Service has a Rivers and Trails Program that offers support for groups
developing trails. It would behoove the Chittenango Creek Walk Committee to contact the
National Parks Service to apply for additional assistance from this National Agency.

CONTINUE PARKS & TRAILS SUPPORT

Parks & Trails recognizes that it takes time to develop a vision, and build the constituencies and
local support needed to ensure long term success of a trail project. While the Chittenango Creek
Walk has been in the making for more than 30 years, it is only now that the trail is beginning to
be realized. Parks & Trails New York’s Healthy Trails, Healthy People program anticipates
multi-year support for communities like Chittenango that are actively committed to and involved
in trail development.

With the suggestions found in this report and with adherence to implementing the steps outlined
in the action plan developed by the trail committee, the Village of Chittenango is well positioned
to move forward with construction of this trail. As the project proceeds, the community is
encouraged to continue to contact Parks & Trails New York for further assistance.

Parks & Trails New York has reviewed the committee’s grant application for RTP funds and
have also reviewed their application for the Community Foundation Grant. Parks & Trails New
York will continue to provide these reviews as their funding allows and to notify the committee
of any and all funding opportunities available. Parks & Trails is available to the committee at
any time to offer technical advice.
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Village of Chittenango
Villag