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Fund Pedestrian, Bicycling, and Transit Projects 
Through NYS Budget
Bicycle/pedestrian infrastructure and public transit are critical elements in a transportation system that prioritizes safety of users, economic development, and accessibility for all New Yorkers. Demand for this infrastructure—multi-use trails, bike lanes, sidewalks, and all forms of public transit—has never been greater. By investing in our multi-modal transportation system, the Legislature will save lives, encourage healthy lifestyles, and improve economic vitality in communities across the State. 
· “A Fair Share for Safety”: DEDICATED Funding for Bike/Ped Infrastructure
By including $20 million in dedicated funding in the budget for pedestrian and bicycling infrastructure—annually, and on top of what is already being spent—we can help to assure our communities are moving forwards, not backwards. Safety issues and accidents involving pedestrians and cyclists continue to plague communities around the state. New York State has the worst record in the nation for pedestrian and bicycling fatalities—29% of the people dying on our roads are either a pedestrian or a cyclist
—but unfortunately, we’re only spending around 2% of our transportation dollars on the safety of these vulnerable users of our roads. 
· Require NYSDOT to Submit a List of Projects, Before the End of Budget Season
The opaque and unregulated process for developing the NYSDOT Capital Plan must change. Year after year, the legislature approves NYSDOT’s capital plan, without having seen the list of projects that will be done in the coming year. The state legislature must statutorily require NYSDOT to submit a 5-year Capital Plan, with defined projects, that is subject to public review prior to passage of the state budget and require NYSDOT to report on the progress of the Plan. New York needs its capital planning to be done transparently, comprehensively and in a coordinated, long-term manner, and the public has a right to have input into that plan.
· “Close the Gaps” in the Erie Canalway Trail
Stretching from Buffalo to Albany, the Erie Canalway Trail is the backbone of the state’s trail system, and a significant economic asset for Upstate New York, generating over $250 million in economic impact annually and supporting over 3,000 jobs. With 280 miles now open to the public, the Erie Canalway Trail is more than 78% complete and on its way to becoming a premier tourist destination for cyclists and other outdoor enthusiasts as well as the longest trail of its kind in the nation. Trail advocates have set a goal to have the remaining 80 miles of trail under construction or in design by 2017, the bicentennial of when the Erie Canal’s construction began.
· “Fill the Gaps” in Statewide Transit Capital Investment  
Many of those who walk and bike in their community are dependent on public transit to get to their final destinations. A fully-funded, 5-year statewide transit capital plan—with a state contribution of $100 million a year for non-MTA transit—will help to build better bus stop infrastructure, multi-modal stations, and bus rapid transit infrastructure that can improve the safety and convenience of our transportation systems across the state. It will also help transit providers to include bike racks on all buses, upstate and down, which would vastly improve connectivity in our communities. 
� Source: 2012 & 2014 Benchmarking report by the Alliance for Biking & Walking. This is the most recent data available, 3-year average numbers of fatalities from 2007-2009 and from 2009-2011. Available at:  http://www.bikewalkalliance.org/resources/benchmarking
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