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Like generations before us, it seems we are fated to live through unprecedented times.  

With so much upheaval, the comfort of a favorite vista along the trail, a beloved stand of  
trees in a park, or a calming view of the ocean along a stretch of beach can be an anchor in  
an ever-changing world. 

Being part of a committed and connected community that deeply values our parks, trails, and 
public lands is also a huge source of comfort.  Thank you for being part of that community.

You’ve helped ensure that our premiere state park system is not only surviving but thriving… 
and on the precipice of some of the most important gains in decades. You’ve helped create 
more and better-connected trails, plus increased support for trailside communities to boost 
local economies. You’ve helped support the grassroots groups that devotedly steward and 
champion our outdoor spaces.  

You’ve been right there with us every step of the way, and because of that we’ve got some 
incredibly significant wins from 2021 to share with you. So please view this Annual Report as 
our thank you letter to you, our supporters and partners. We truly couldn’t do it without you.

In the midst of trying times, you’ve been building a legacy of care for our public green spaces 
that will last generations.  

With the deepest appreciation,
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1,500+ Miles  
Of Greenways
New York’s multi-use trail network just keeps growing! We are 
so excited for the expansion of these “linear parks” that increase 
connectivity and access to greenspace.

78 Million+ 
Visits in 2021
State Parks continued to see record-breaking use this past year.  
That’s a lot of enjoyment of the outdoors!

$900,000
In Grants
Continuing to make a big difference for local grassroots groups 
supporting public green spaces, Park and Trail Partnership 
Grants funded 30 innovative and essential projects. “Stay 
tuned” for increases in the grant program’s impact in 2022.

20+ 
Trail-Side Communities Supported 
From marketing support and Trail Towns initiatives to bike-
arounds and detailed ride itineraries, PTNY is boosting the 
economy of trail-based communities.

315 
CTEC Riders
With multiple safety plans in place for riders and the 
communities they pass through, a smaller CTEC hit the trail in 
2021. We are looking forward to a full, safe ride in 2022.

6,570
Volunteers
From I Love My Park Day to Canal Clean Sweep, New Yorkers 
came out in 2021 to show love for the parks, trails and public 
lands they enjoy and use.
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Green Spaces Continue to be Vital  
for New Yorkers

2021 was a strange and shifting year, but one thing was very certain—
our public green spaces continued to be a source of solace, recreation, 

and community. Here are just a few of the highlights for our parks,  
trails and public lands from the past year:

WWW.PTNY.ORG
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New Yorkers are very committed to their parks, trails and public 
lands. The spaces that have supported us through the pandemic 
got a lot of love from our communities in 2021 to keep them 
welcoming and thriving.

I LOVE MY PARK DAY  
MAKES A COMEBACK IN 2021
With more than 5,400 volunteers at 140 events across the state, 
New Yorkers came out in force to care for their public lands in 
2021! I Love My Park Day—occurring over two days with limits 
on number of volunteers per site and project for safety—made a 
huge comeback last year. Volunteers planted more than 360 trees, 
created and tended over 450 gardens, removed 660 bags of trash 
and 180 bags of invasive species, created or enhanced 80 miles of 
trails, and cleaned up over 80 miles of shoreline.

CANAL CLEAN SWEEP SWEEPS UP
More than 1,100 volunteers participated at 120+ events along the 
Erie Canalway Trail corridor over Earth Day weekend in 2021. 
Celebrating its 16th year, Clean Sweep volunteers had a BIG 
impact. From Scout troops to Rotary Clubs and Friends groups, 
Clean Sweep teams worked together to celebrate the outdoors and 
collect trash along the trail.

New Yorkers Show Up  
for their Public Lands FRIENDS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

& GATEWAY PROMOTE 
CONNECTIVITY AND IMPACT

With support from the newly-formed 
Leadership Council for Friends groups, 
PTNY is building our new Friends Group 
Gateway! Set to launch in January 2022, 
“The Gateway” is an all-inclusive virtual 
community for grassroots groups supporting 
New York’s parks, trails and public lands. The 
Gateway provides a virtual space for groups 
to access best practices, technical assistance, 
and resources and knowledge through a 
peer-to-peer network. Friends groups get 
support in expanding capacity, welcoming 
new volunteers and members, and becoming 
better stewards of our most treasured public 
green spaces.

If your Friends group is interested in how to 
access the Gateway—and its benefits—check 
out www.ptnyfriends.org

“It was a cold sunny day, but beautiful! We got to 
plant at the entrance to our favorite beach. All season 

we will be able to see our work blossom and grow. 
How special is that?”

–I Love My Park Day Volunteer at Robert Moses State Park

“Walkway Over the Hudson is incredibly grateful for 
PTNY for its true partnership and community-driven 
ethos. Continuing this partnership and collaborative 

work in our shared communities is invaluable.”
 –Elizabeth Waldstein, Walkway Over the Hudson

“Over the last four years we’ve undergone a 
massive transformation—all with the support 

of PTNY. Funding from PTNY has had a huge 
impact for us: membership has doubled, the 
number of organized recreational events we 
hold throughout the year has also doubled, 

and revenue from these events has increased 
by 300%. We now host one of the biggest 

snowshoe races in the country, which takes 
place on a trail that was developed and 

maintained with funding from the Park & Trail 
Partnership Grants administered by PTNY.”

–Matt Westerlund, President of Friends  
of Winona State Forest

WWW.PTNY.ORG
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2021: The Year  
of Building Trail Towns

COLLABORATING FOR COMMUNITY SUPPORT
Partnering with the Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway, State 
Parks, and Letchworth Gateway Villages—and with generous 
funding from the Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation—PTNY 
launched its Trail Towns initiative in 2021. Currently focused 
on the Genesee Valley Greenway State Park—which spans 90 
miles and travels through 16 towns—PTNY and partners have 
been working with 10 Trail Town Steering Committees to boost 
economic development around trail-based tourism in Western 
New York. To support communities, PTNY has conducted 
bike-arounds, placed trail counters to capture baseline trail use, 
surveyed trail users, helped develop marketing and branding 
strategy, and held a “Trail Towns Summit” with partners.

In 2022 we’ll be identifying a partner town along the Erie 
Canalway Trail corridor to expand our Trail Towns work, and 
we couldn’t be more excited! Cycle-based tourism can be a huge 
economic driver for communities, especially rural areas that 
have faced many challenges over the past decades. Developing 
community-specific approaches to trail-based tourism is a great 
way to highlight local character, better serve cyclists, and ensure 
our local towns are flourishing.

PTNY PILOTS SEED GRANTS FOR TRAIL TOWNS
Based on our model for Friends groups grants, piloted in 
2015 and now grown into the $1 million annual Park & Trail 
Partnership Grant program, PTNY is excited to be offering 
Trail Towns seed grants starting in 2022. These grants will 
support initiatives to enhance outdoor recreation and increase 
connectivity between the Genesee Valley Greenway and 
neighboring communities. Genesee Valley Trail Towns will 
have the opportunity to increase and benefit from visitation to 
the Greenway and other outdoor recreational resources in the 
area, foster place-making efforts, create safer streets for cyclists 
and pedestrians, and implement other projects identified in 
community action plans.  

As New York’s greenways 
network grows, so do 
PTNY’s offerings for you 
to explore them. Whether 
you’re looking for a fully-
supported, 8-day ride on 
the Erie Canalway Trail, or 
a guidebook and website 
to help you plan your own 
adventure, PTNY has 
been working hard to 
ensure all visitors have 
the opportunity to enjoy 
our 1,500+ miles of 
multi-use trails.

Check out our 
recently updated 
Cycling the Erie 
Canal guidebook, 

its sister guidebook Cycling the 
Hudson and Champlain Valleys (out later in 2022), join 

our Cycle the Erie Canal ride, or go online to access our 
TrailFinder site to plan your next adventure.

LOOKING TO EXPLORE NYS TRAILS?  
WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED!

WWW.PTNY.ORG
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2021 Financial Summary
The charts represent overall income and expenses for Parks & Trails New York for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2021.

A copy of our complete audited financial statement can be obtained online at ptny.org/aboutus/financials or by calling Parks & Trails New York at 518-434-1583.

Build a Stronger Future for New York’s Parks and Trails with Us!

5 WAYS TO GET INVOLVED:

��Volunteer for I Love My Park Day or Canal Clean Sweep 

Join us in advocating for your favorite places 

�Join a Park or Trail Friends Group

Adopt a Trail 

�Sign Up:  Receive updates on important park and trail  
issues and newsletters full of new outdoor places to explore 

Visit ptny.org/get-involved/volunteer or  
www.ptny.org/enews-signup to learn more,   
call our office at 518-434-1583 or email ptny@ptny.org.  

6 WAYS TO SUPPORT:

Become a member 

Donate (and get your employer to match)

Give at the office through EarthShare.org 

Give stock, mutual funds, or support PTNY 
through your Donor Advised Fund

Join our Legacy Society 

Become a Park & Trail Champion with  
a recurring monthly gift

Visit ptny.org/get-involved/ways-to-give to learn more 
or contact Linden Horvath, Development Director,  
at lhorvath@ptny.org or 518-434-1583.

Other:  
(8%) 

Grants:  
(65%) 

Program  
Revenue:  
(4%) 

Individual, Foundation  
& Corporate Contributions: 
(23%) 

OPERATING EXPENSES
TOTAL: $1,779,476

OPERATING SUPPORT & REVENUE
TOTAL: $1,831,134

Programs:  
Conservation,  
Education  
& Advocacy:   
(92%)

Fundraising & Operations:  
(8%)

WWW.PTNY.ORG
http://www.ptny.org/aboutus/financials
http://www.ptny.org/get-involved/volunteer
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Thank You to Our  
Members and Donors
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Parks & Trails New York thanks all who make our work possible: our donors giving anywhere from 
$1 to $100 and those volunteering, protecting, and advocating for our parks, trails and public 
lands. You keep our green spaces safe, clean, and welcoming today and for future generations.

GEORGE W. PERKINS 
CIRCLE
$5,000+
Anonymous
Deborah Cohen & Edgar Masters
Elizabeth Martyn
Richard & Ronay Menschel
Joe & Colleen Scott
Lucy R. Waletzky, M.D.

STEWARDS
$1,000 - $4,999
Robert Basch
David Beier
Jeffrey & Louise Bender
Peter & Melinda Beuf
Matthew Bialecki
John Doherty
EarthShare New York Donors
Veronica Fitzgerald
Keith & Kathy Hynes
Robert Kafin
Lee & Nancy Keet
Harvey & Debbie Kliman
Peter Lehner & Fritz Beshar
Kevin McKenzie
Judy & Eric Mower
Constance M. Neel
James & Mary Ottaway
Stephen Pagano
Drew Raines
Peter & Mary Ellen Robison
Larry Rockefeller
Deborah Shakotko
Henrietta & Peter Sherwin
Richard Steamer
Michael Tannen

PROTECTORS
$500 - $999
Peter M. Bakal
David Bronston
Barbara Carovano
March Cavanaugh
James Chamberlain & Karen Dyson
Nicholas Colucci
Kirk Cornwell & Claire Pospisil 
Erin Crotty
William & Catherine Davies
Neil Furman
Phillip Gioia
Tony Goodwin
Eric & Kuki Haines
Walter F. Harrison
Michael R. Herzog
Thomas & Grace Holmes
Alpa Inamdar
Raymond James
William C. Janeway
Dale Jeffers
Angela Julien
Shoshana Keller & Deborah Reichler
JP Laqueur
Thomas Lyons
Candace & John Marsellus
Susan McCuen
David & Lori Moore
Steven Pruschki
Devin Rankin
Mark Wilson & Denise Rempe
Elizabeth Russell
Harriet Savage
Sigi Schwinge
Susan B. Sorotsky
Susan Stashower
Robert & Susan W. Tafel
William Thompson
Mark Winsberg & Diane S. Morse
David Zimmer

SUPPORTERS
$250 - $499
Robert & Susan Baker
John Barbaccia
Ed Bergstraesser
Betty Bourret
Robert Boylan
Paul Breslin
Richard Briggs
Stuart Cohen
Barbara Dangman
James C. Dawson
William & Elaine Dearcop
Jennifer Delton
Philip Digiovanni
Lloyd Dropkin
Donal Early
Bud & Nancy Gearhart
Arthur Gellert
William Gokey
Frances Gotcsik
Katherine Graney
Mr. & Mrs. Kirk P. Gregg
Roger A. Greiten
Howard B. Halstead & Melissa A. Engler
Marjorie & Gurnee Hart
Harold S. Jacobowitz
Mark Jauquet & Mickie Sanders-Jauquet
Cedric Kam
Robert Kolar
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Koster
Roger & Rose Linscott
Janet A. Little
Barbara Lowrey
Amy MacDermott
Jim & Janet Mackin
Mark McDonald
Paul Meehan
Charles Miers
David Alan Miller & Andrea Oser
Michael Murphy
Mark Newbold
Drew Noden
Carol Norr
Gregory F. Nye
Gail S. Port
Robert Provost
Steven Ralph
Richard Remmer
John Reschovsky
Karina R. Ricker
Christine Roberts
Alexander & Katherine Rogers
Karen Ross
Thomas Savarino
Jeff & Barbara Schindler
Jeff Swain & Nancy Anderson
Stephanie H. Wacholder
Ted Wallus
Carrie Wells
Ted & Betsy Wheeler
Robert Whiteford
Kevin Williams
Edward Wojtaszek
Robert Wooler
Michael Yates
Rebecca Young
Clive Zent

FRIENDS
$101 - $249
Patrick L. Adams
Marc Alton
Michelle Anderson
Raymond Andrews
Janet Angelis
Anonymous
Erin Archer
Katherine Armstrong
George Astle & Margaret Parks
Steven Babbitt
Michael Barkan
Sandra Noel Bartels
Andrew Beers
Perry Bertsch

Yvonne Bisel
Stephanie Bishop
Nancy L. Bornemann
Marianne Borowski
Joel Boyd
Mark & Nancy Brecher
Dudley C Breed
Ann & Gary Brouse
Kurt Brown
Michael & Mary Burke
Albert Butzel
Mark Chertok
Charles Copeland
Nancy & FX Crowley
Bruce & Christine Cummings
Suzanne M. Curran
Shelley Delaney
Daniel DeRusha
Edward Doherty
Edward Duncanson, Ed.D.
Fred & Barbara Eames
Walter (Wally) Edge
Jeffrey Elliott
George Epstein
Mary Ann Fastook
Donald H. Fernberg
Laura Fiske
John Flack
Gregory Forrester
Gloria & Steven Foster
Paul Frederickson
Fred & Pam Freed
Norma Ganderson
Kurt J. Gary
Paul Gavrity
Susan & Foster Gesten
Alain Golay
Jaime Goldsmith
Katherine Graham
Patrick Graham
Eric J. Hamilton
William R. Hartmann
Mark Hassett
Harry & Linda Helmus
Joseph Herkenham
James & Jill Hicks
Jeffrey Hornburg
Peter Huntington
Tom Isles
Amy Jensen
Mark Juliano
Stephanie Karp
Paul Kent
Allen Kerkeslager
Ed Kerrigan
John Kilroy & Christine Gervasi
Paul Kingsbury
Donald Kinsella
Daniel Kirk-Davidoff
Carl W. Kohls
Henryka Komanska
Richard Kosbab
Rick Kouns
Henry Krell
Stephen Krivda
Wendy Kuhns
Vincent Lamenzo
Marc & Amy Lanciault
Jeffrey Lederman
Alan Levy
James Lonergan
Laurence Lytton
Elizabeth MacNamee
Paul Mallon
Shelia Martin
Barbara McCutcheon
Nancy McGirr
Thomas McKelvey
Ann McPartlin
Donald Meeker
John & Marianne Mizel
William Moore
Marjie Nau
Padraic Neville
Dawn Novak
Nancy L. Olsen
Jeff & Margo Olson
Judith O’Rourke

Jacqueline Orr
Dale Oswald
Peter S. Paine
Eric & Jennifer Paperman
David Pratt
Michael & Dorothy Reilly
Janet Reilly
Stephen J. Renison
Barbara Restaino
Elizabeth Reynolds
Douglas Antczak & Wendy Robertson
Richard & Gay Rogers
Joan W. Roth
Paul & Jeanne Salisbury
Sue Sampson
Dorothy Sarvay
Raymond N. Satter
Louise Schachter
Joan Schumaker
Neil & Linda Shapiro
Susan Smith
Aaron & Martha Spital
Jeffery & Ann Stewart
Kathleen A. Thomas
Lorrie Tily
Katharine L. Tomasi
Rogier Van Helmond
John Van Raalte
David & Anita Van Winkle
Charlie Versteeg
Carol Waaser
Mary Walczykowski
Sidney & Gayle Walton
Nancy A. Ward
Michael Ward
Dennis White
Carolyn Whitfield
Muneeb Zia
Donald Ziegel & Gay Wasick
Chip Zoegall
Laurence Zuckerman

CORPORATE, 
FOUNDATION & 
ORGANIZATION 
SUPPORT
Adirondack Architectural Heritage
Amazon Smile
Beardsley Architects + Engineers
Benevity Community Impact Fund
Bergmann Associates
Boeing
Brookfield Renewable Energy Group
CHA
Comfy Campers
Congregation Gates of Heaven
Consolidated Edison Company of NY
Corning Incorporated Foundation
Creighton Manning Engineering
Erie Canalway National Heritage Fund
Friends of Allegany State Park Inc.
Friends of Johnson Hall
Friends of Knox Farm State Park
Friends of Letchworth State Park
Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway, Inc.
Harney & Sons Fine Teas
Hungry Chicken County Store
Little Stony Point Citizens Association, Inc.
Mathews Nielsen Landscape Architects PC
Metis Consulting Group
Network for Good
Nine Pin Cider Works
Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Foundation
Saratoga Associates
T.Y. Lin International
The Community Foundation for the 

Greater Capital Region
The GoodCoin Foundation
The Gunk Foundation
The Richenthal Foundation
The Robert W. Wilson Charitable Trust
The Walbridge Fund Ltd.
United Way of Greater Rochester
United Way of Rockland County

GOVERNMENT
Cayuga County Convention  

& Visitors Bureau
Discover Albany
Discover Schenectady
Fulton Montgomery Regional Chamber
Greenway for the Hudson River Valley, Inc
NYS Canal Corp.
NYS Commission of National  

& Community Service
NYS Office of Parks, Recreation,  

and Historic Preservation
Oneida County Tourism
Orleans County Tourism
Seneca County Chamber of Commerce
Town of Gorham
Visit Syracuse
Visit Rochester
Wayne County Tourism

PARK & TRAIL 
CHAMPIONS
MONTHLY DONORS
Judy Breslau
Chas Bruner
David Caplan
Paul Carollo
Daniel Chapman
Priscilla Dale
Mark Dantini
Beth Deitrick
Christa DeOliveira
Frederick Ehlen
Jules Hoepting
Robert Kolar
Paul Lane
George Miller
John Mitchell
William Moore
Stan Myers
Marilyn Pusatere
Joseph Salzone
Jace Schinderman
Kristal Soo
Andrew Tang
Harold & Pamela Tarry
Rich White-Smith
Raymond Wuerfel

TRIBUTES
In honor of Agustín Pio Barrios,  

from Frederic Hellwitz
In memory of Anna Puhalovich,  

from Michael Drillinger
In honor of Barbara Raimondo,  

from Dennis Kirschbaum
In honor of Dina Lemmon,  

from Karen Foxwell 
In memory of Donald Solarek,  

from Jason Solarek
In honor of families cycling together,  

from Michael Penn Strah
In honor of JP Laqueur,  

from Susan Radzyminski
In honor of Leslie A. Bell,  

from David Bell
In honor of Nadine A. Lemmon,  

from George Lemmon
In honor of Nadine Lemmon,  

from Alex Matthiessen
In honor of Neta Kelly Stein,  

from Mary Beth Kelly
In honor of partnership with LSPCA,  

from Fred Martin
In honor of PTNY staff & volunteers,  

from Timothy Nolan
In honor of Shaun & Hao Foster,  

from Gloria & Steven Foster
In honor of Shelley Fyman,  

from Jessica, Matt, Sam & Jake Peck
In memory of Tommy Donato,  

from Jane Rice
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Build a legacy of care  
for our outdoor treasures.

Photo credit Suzy Allman

Look inside to see how your support is making a difference 
for our most treasured parks, trails, and public lands. 
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@parksandtrailsny

@ptny

@parkstrailsny

@parks-&-trails-new-york

ptny.org/e-news

33 Elk Street
Albany, New York 12207

518.434.1583
ptny@ptny.org

“There is nothing like getting out 
in nature to calm the soul.” 
— �Barbara, PTNY Supporter

Join the conversation and connect with us:
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