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Celebrating more than
25 years of advocacy for
New York's parks and
trails

Trailfinder Trail of
the Month

Mobile-optimized Cycling the Erie
Canal interactive map goes live
Now, plan your trip by desktop or smartphone
Parks & Trails New York is
pleased to introduce an optimized
version of our interactive Erie
Canalway Trail map, first
developed in 2008, which is
designed to function on both
desktop PCs and smartphones.
The map has better search
functions, added attractions and
points of interest, a new
measuring tool, GPS, and an
easier- to-operate user interface.
Visit the new and improved
Canalway Trail map and start
planning your adventure today!

Sodus-Wallington Rail
Trail
The historic Sodus-Wallington
Rail Trail runs along an old
railroad bed in Wayne County,
following the Sodus Point Line
which was chartered in 1852
and eventually became a
through route from Lewistown to
Oswego. This flat and very
accessible three-mile trail in
western New York is great for
strollers or bikes and offers an
easy way to get from Wallington
to some summer fun at Lake
Ontario;s Sodus Point Beach!
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15th anniversary Cycling the Erie Canal
in the books
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Check out the Sodus-Wallington
Rail Trail and more of NY's
multi-use trails on PTNY's
TrailFinder.

Parks & Trails New York in the
field

More than 500 riders from 36 states, ages 4 through 89,
participated in Parks & Trails New York's 15th anniversary
Cycling the Erie Canal bike tour July 7-14. Along the way,
cyclists enjoyed some of the finest scenery, most interesting
history, and unparalleled cycling in the northeastern United
States.
About three-quarters of the tour is on the off-road Erie
Canalway Trail. When the gaps in the trail are closed, it will
be the longest statewide trail in the country.
Check out some pics from the tour and some of the press
coverage.

PTNY project director Martin
Daley visited the Delaware
County town of Andes and the
Sullivan County town of
Fallsburg to install boxes for trail
user surveys and see the results
of spring trail work in both
communities. The surveys will
be used in conjunction with trail
user counts to provide a better
idea of who is using the trail,
how often, and the impact the
trail is having on trail users'
health.

Check out the latest issue of
Canalway Trail Times

Arthur V. Savage Internship
Help support a new generation of
environmental leaders
To honor the life and
legacy of one of New York
State's most influential
environmentalists, Parks &
Trails New York is proud
to announce the Arthur V.
Savage Internship
Program.
Arthur V. Savage (19262012) was a distinguished
lawyer-conservationist, with a particular devotion to the
preservation of open spaces and public parks in New York

Meet trail adopters from Fort
Plain, get a behind the scenes
view of Cycling the Erie Canal,
and learn more about what's
happening along the Canalway
Trail in the latest issue of
Canalway Trail Times.
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State. During the last half of the 20th century, Art co-founded
or led a large number of nonprofit organizations that shape
environmental laws, protect natural resources, and educate
the public about conservation values.
A 20-year member of the Parks & Trails New York Board of
Directors, Art received our George W. Perkins Award in 2003
for his outstanding parks and conservation leadership.
The Internship Program will offer an opportunity for
undergraduates, graduate students, and recent graduates with
degrees in environmental studies to work in Albany with the
PTNY staff to shape environmentally intelligent policies,
organize grassroots constituents and provide stewardship for
parks, trails, and other outdoor recreational facilities.
Please help continue Arthur's legacy by supporting a new
generation of environmental leaders through the Arthur V.
Savage Internship Program. Click here to donate to the
Internship Program.
For more information contact Tiffany Soricelli at 518-434-1583
or tsoricelli@ptny.org.

PTNY Park Friends technical
assistance program kicks off
Earlier this month, PTNY Park Program Director Laura DiBetta
met with the two groups selected for the inaugural year of the
NYS Park Friends Technical Assistance Program: the Friends
of Philipse Manor Hall in Yonkers and Friends of Caleb Smith
Preserve on Long Island.
The meeting with the Friends of
Philipse Manor Hall included a
tour of the surrounding
neighborhood in the heart of
downtown Yonkers, the
recently daylighted Saw Mill
River (photo) and Van der
Donck Park.
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Save the date: Nov 13 - PTNY's
annual reception
Parks & Trails New York's
annual Award Reception will
take place Wednesday,
November 13, 2013, at theThe
University Club in NYC.
We are pleased to bestow our
George W. Perkins award to
several worthy recipients:
Citigbank, N.A. for their
exemplary commitment to New
York through their investment in
the widely successful Citi Bike
program.
Commissioner Janette SadikKhan for her extraordinary
leadership in transforming New
York's streets and improving the
city's physical, social and
economic environment.
Four Freedoms Park
Conservancy for its dedication
to creating a beautiful and
meaningful green space on
Roosevelt Island which has
recently become New York's
newest state park.
We hope you'll join us!

Guides to summer cycling fun!

Park Manager Clarence Ware
Philipse Manor, once a home to provided a tour of the bucolic
Caleb Smith Park Preserve, a
British Loyalists

haven for fishing enthusiasts
and nature lovers, before the
evening's Friends meeting.
PTNY will be working with both Friends groups on
communications, fundraising planning, and board
development to strengthen their organizations and ultimately
their efforts in support of these two treasured places.

Looking for something exciting
to do this summer? Why not
cycle through New York using
our Cycling the Erie Canal and
Cycling the Hudson Valley
guidebooks. These books, along
with our on-line interactive Erie
Canalway Trail map, can take
you through some of New York's
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From shabby to chic: upgrades come
to a state park near you
State Parks has been busy
putting to good use the
sorely needed capital
funding included in the last
two state budgets.
At Niagara Falls State
Park, ribbon was cut on
three major projects that
will enhance the visitor
experience, including new
pedestrian walkways at Luna Island (pictured), new highspeed elevators at Cave of the Winds, and new views at Three
Sisters Islands. Read more and check out this Flickr photo
album.
At Ganondagan State Historic Site, $1 million in NY Works
Funding will go towards the Seneca Art & Culture Center, a
year-round educational and cultural destination scheduled to
open in 2014. Thanks to this funding, the Center will now
include some of the enhanced features in its original plans,
including a geothermal well for sustainable, energy-efficient
heating and cooling and roll out theater seating.
Allegany State Park also
debuted a new and
improved Group 5 Camp
(pictured). Despite being
one of the most popular
group camping areas in
the system, the 90-yearold cabins at Group
Camp 5 had fallen into
an extreme state of
disrepair. The $733,000 project enabled replacement of the
deteriorated cabins, construction of a modern bathroom,
renovations to the central mess hall and access improvements
for people with disabilities in all areas of the camp.
Nearly 90 construction projects will begin this year to upgrade
and repair more than 50 state parks and historic sites across
New York. See the full list of projects.

PTNY Growing the Grassroots grants
at work
Grant triples membership for Hudson Valley conservation
group
Until the John Burroughs
Association received a
$1,400 PTNY Growing
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most beautiful and historic
locations. You can find things to
do, places to stay, and more
when you flip through the pages
of these popular guidebooks.
Purchase your copies today!

Annual Canalway Trail count
taking place in Albion and
Brockport
This summer the annual
Canalway Trail count will be
conducted in the western New
York communities of Albion and
Brockport. Volunteers will be
tallying the number and types of
trail users as well as surveying
trail users to learn more about
how, why, and when they visit
the trail and how much they
spend. If you're interested in
helping with the event contact
us.

I Love My Park Day volunteer
wins camping gift prize

As the winner of a drawing of
those who registered online by
April 22 for I Love My Park Day,
Joyce Cornell won a $100
camping gift card that will help
her and her family enjoy New
York State Parks.
Joyce is a music-loving mom
who lives in Albany, N.Y. with
her husband and five-year-old
son. On I Love My Park Day on
May
4, Joyce and her son helped out
at Peebles Island State Park by
planting flowers and painting
flower boxes.
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the Grassroots grant, the
group used a photocopy
of a typewritten sheet
from the 1960s as its
brochure. Development of a new brochure took root in the
strategic planning process undertaken by the Hudson Valleybased group that owns and maintains the trails and nature
sanctuary surrounding Slabsides, the rustic cabin of the
famous literary naturalist. In the first three months the
brochure was available, membership increased nearly 300%.
"The value of the membership brochure has been great. From
it we developed a new membership schedule, logo, visual
image, and tagline. This relatively small grant has had a
powerful impact on both the Association and our promotion of
the legacy, writing and natural world of John Burroughs," said
Association treasurer Joan Burroughs.

Erie Cattaraugus Rail Trail video - an engaging way to
build support
A PTNY Growing the Grassroots grant is paying big dividends
for the western New York trail group, Erie Cattaraugus Rail
Trail, Inc. (ECRT). ECRT recently produced an engaging
three-minute video of moving still photos highlighting the
historical sites, environmental features, points of interest, and
unique character and beauty of the proposed 26-mile rail trail.
ECRT will use the video during presentations to donors, local
officials, businesses and community organizations as it builds
support for its efforts to rail bank the corridor and eventually
create a multi-use trail.

PTNY members win stays at
historic park hotels
Congratulations to the PTNY members who won an overnight
hotel stay at one of three historic parks across New York State
in a drawing held on July 1. Our three winners hail from
Buffalo, Davenport Center and Lockport, NY.
Overnight accommodations were donated by the following
hotels as an incentive during our spring membership
campaign.
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Schuylerville to Ft. Edward
bicycle tour to showcase
Champlain Canalway Trail route
Get a first-hand look at the
proposed route of the
Champlain Canalway Trail by
joining members of the
Champlain Canalway Trail
Working Group on a bike tour
from Schuylerville to Fort
Edward, Sunday, August 11.
The 28-mile ride begins at
Hudson Crossing Park in
Schuylerville at 9:30 a.m. and is
sponsored by the Working
Group with help from the Albany
Bicycle Coalition and funding
from the Erie Canalway National
Heritage Corridor. Pre-register
by August 8 by email or
by calling (518) 225-4209. The
number of riders is limited to 50.
A $10 donation is suggested to
support the Champlain
Canalway Trail project.

Double the reason to celebrate at
Old Croton Aqueduct
The Friends of the Old Croton
Aqueduct are planning a party
on July 20 and you're invited.
Join State Parks Commissioner
Rose Harvey to celebrate the
Ossining Bi-centennial and
completion of preservation work
on the Double Arch Bridge and
Aqueduct tunnel. The free event
takes place on the bridge from
4:00 to 6:00 pm and will feature
guided tours inside the
Aqueduct tunnel.

Become a Canalway Trail adopter

• The Gideon Putnam, Saratoga Spa State Park
• Bear Mountain Inn, Bear Mountain State Park
• Glen Iris Inn, Letchworth State Park
Thank you to everyone who signed up or renewed their
membership in Parks & Trails New York. Your support is a
vote of confidence in our work! And, of course, many thanks
to our hotel partners.
Become a PTNY member today and join the growing
community of park and trail lovers.

Join the growing community of
Canalway Trail adopters.
Presently, 50 groups and
individuals are participating in
the Adopt-a-Trail program
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Celebrate this month's Green Partner Con Edison
Con Edison has been a
stalwart supporter of Parks
& Trails New York for
nearly two decades. As
the leading supplier of
energy for the New York
metro area, Con Edison
has invested time and
money in green energy
initiatives and works to
provide information and
incentives to its customers to undertake more green energy
practices. Through its "Power of Giving" program, Con Edison
supports over 1,000 nonprofit organizations to strengthen
neighborhoods and sustain communities. Con Edison's
environmental leadership has been lauded by the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Department of
Energy and other organizations. Thank you, Con Edison, for
supporting New York's parks and trails!

Kingston becoming trail hub
Ulster County's Kingston Land Trust (KLT) is working with the
city to transform Kingston into a trail hub for the Hudson
Valley, with connections to the Catskills, the Walkill Valley Rail
Trail (and the newly opened Rosendale Trestle), the D&H /
O&W Trail, Hudson Valley Rail Trail and the Walkway Over
the Hudson.
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across the state. Trail adopters
tackle many types of
maintenance tasks such as
picking up litter, mowing,
trimming brush, removing fallen
branches, raking and patching
the trail surface, maintaining
signs, painting, and landscaping.
Read more about the Adopt-aTrail Program at the Canal
Corporation website and check
out PTNY's maps of the Western
Canalway Trail and Eastern
Canalway Trail that show where
trail is presently adopted and
what sections can still use some
help. Contact PTNY to join the
effort.

We're now on Pinterest and
LinkedIn
You can now re-pin from our
Pinterest boards and connect
with us on LinkedIn.
Our Pinterest boards feature
interesting outdoor activities this
summer. Follow us on LinkedIn
to network with Parks & Trails
staff, board members, and
volunteers.

Recently, the city, KLT, and the Trolley Museum of
New York worked together to revise a lease for a 1.5mile former rail corridor that
would allow KLT to create the
Kingston Point Rail Trail. To
prepare for trail construction,
volunteers have been hard at
work clearing trash and debris
from the corridor.

Volunteers clean out the
Delaware Avenue tunnel

On July 20 KLT will host a
Kingston Greenline & Ulster
County Trails Summit. The goal
of the conference is to exchange
and evolve key trail concepts
among partner organizations and
stakeholders in the community.
The summit will serve as a kickoff
event for site visits and visioning
activities throughout the summer
and a culminating event in the
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fall. To find out more about the summit, and to RSVP, visit the
event page.
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www.ptny.org

ptny@ptny.org

Parks & Trails New York is working with the Kingston Land
Trust and the Rail Trail Committee as part of its Healthy Trails,
Healthy People program to engage the community in exploring
the feasibility of connecting existing and proposed rail trails
into the city.

Final and draft master plans released
for several state parks
State Parks and the Palisades Interstate Park Commission
have completed a Final Master Plan/Final Environmental
Impact Statement for Rockland Lake,Hook Mountain, Nyack
Beach and Haverstraw Beach State Parks, located in
Rockland County. A "consideration period" is open to agencies
and the public until July 22, 2013. Call 518-486-2909 or email
Rockland.plan@parks.ny.gov for more information.
State Parks also released a Draft Master Plan and Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for John Boyd
Thacher and Thompson's Lake State Parks in Albany
County. A public hearing will be held on Thursday, August 1 at
7:00 PM at the New Scotland Town Hall in Slingerlands.
Comments may also be emailed.

Protection of Palisades
viewshed gets boost
The campaign to protect
the Palisades has seen
some positive
developments recently.
First, four former
Governors of New
Jersey jointly sent a
letter to the CEO of LG
Electronics urging the
company to reconsider the high-rise design of its proposed
new corporate headquarters in Englewood Cliffs. This was
followed by a letter to NJ Governor Christie from the Bronx
and Manhattan Borough Presidents.
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, citing concerns
about the impact on Palisades views, backed out of plans to
work with LG on environmental and energy issues related to
its building plans. The media is also helping the cause, with
the editorial boards of major area newspapers speaking out in
support of protecting the Palisades and an Associated Press
story getting picked up nationally.
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Despite this pressure, LG Electronics is moving forward with
its plans to build a 143-foot high-rise building and has pulled
out of mediation talks. The Protect the Palisades coalition, of
which PTNY is a member, is working to stop the intrusion on
the scenic integrity of the Palisades by this development. For
more information on the coalition and what you can do to help,
visit the website.

Parks & Trails New York is a member of Earth Share New York, an
alliance of leading nonprofit environmental organizations. For more
information about workplace giving to Parks & Trails New York and
Earth Share, check out www.earthshareny.org.
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