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Governor makes historic commitment
to state parks
There was great
news for our
magnificent state
park system in
Governor Cuomo's
Executive Budget.
The Governor's
proposed budget
includes a $90
million investment to
address the backlog
of infrastructure
needs and critical
safety repairs at New
York State Parks and Historic Sites.
But the news gets even better: The state's five-year capital
plan includes $90 million annually in new funding for the state
park system in each of the next five years, marking the first
time an administration has made a long-term commitment to
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Binghamton River Trail
Walking along the Chenango
River in Binghamton became a
popular activity once the City of
Binghamton developed a paved
path on the water's edge. The
Binghamton River Trail runs
from the Cheri Lindsey Park to
the south side of the
Susquehanna River, crossing
underneath railroad bridges and
past downtown Binghamton
along the way. This flat, paved
trail is perfect for pedestrians
and cyclists, allowing for a
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providing substantial capital funding for parks. PTNY has
advocated for funding for park infrastructure for years and we
are gratified to see this promise of future capital funding which
will help revitalize our state park system and secure New
York's parks and conservation legacy for future generations.

peaceful and charming vantage
point of historic Binghamton.
Check it out on PTNY's
TrailFinder.

The Executive Budget maintains the operating budget of the
Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation and
includes an additional $19 million for the Environmental
Protection Fund, bringing the Fund's appropriation to $153
million which will provide critical funding for state and local
parks and trails. Earlier in his State of the State address,
Governor Cuomo also vowed to restore parks on Long Island
and in NYC that were devastated by Superstorm Sandy. Read
PTNY's statement on the State of the State. Read our Budget
Statement.

Speaking out for parks and
trails
Phew - it's been a busy few
weeks of advocacy! Read our:

• Testimony to the

Please thank Governor Cuomo for his commitment to the state
park system by calling (518-474-8390) or emailing him.

Park Advocacy Day March 5
You can help make sure these critical funds are in the final
budget. Join us for Park Advocacy Day on March 5th in
Albany.

•

•

In this photo: Governor Cuomo with PTNY Board Member David Bronston at I
Love My Park Day in 2012.

PTNY Growing the Grassroots grants
awarded to park and trail groups
around the state
PTNY has awarded almost $14,000 in Growing the Grassroots
capacity-building grants to 10 not-for-profit park and trail
organizations throughout the state. The groups will use the
funds to increase organizational visibility, generate community
support, grow membership, and attract additional volunteers.
See the list of awards.
PTNY also provided Adirondack Recreational Trail Advocates
(ARTA) with a special challenge grant of $1,600 for outreach
to advance its efforts to develop a multi-use trail between Lake
Placid and Tupper Lake and eventually to Old Forge in the
Adirondacks.

•
•

•

•

Assembly Committee on
Tourism, Parks, Arts,
and Sports Development
on ways to enhance
outdoor recreational
tourism in NYS.
Testimony to the
Assembly Committee on
Environmental
Conservation on climate
change.
Testimony for the budget
hearing on
Environmental
Conservation, including
Parks
Testimony for the budget
hearing on
Transportation
Letter to Gov. Cuomo in
support of state parks
funding signed by 60
groups.
Letter to the new NYS
2100 Commission with
recommendations for
using parks and trails to
better protect
communities from severe
weather events.
Comments on regional
sustainability planning.

PTNY's 2013 Priorities

Make their day! Recognize and honor
our park and trail champions
Nominations sought for 2013 Park & Trail
Recognition Awards
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The 2013 legislative session is
underway and already making
headlines. In addition to PTNY's
work to support funding for
parks in the state budget, we will
work to promote policies and
programs that protect, promote
and enhance NY's parks, trails
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Behind every successful park or trail project there are
dedicated individuals and organizations that rarely receive the
recognition they so richly deserve. It's time to honor their
efforts with one of our 2013 Park & Trail Recognition Awards.
Award categories include:
•
•
•
•
•

Public Leadership
Volunteer Service
Corporate Partnership
Get Outside Award
Outside the Box

Nomination forms must be postmarked, e-mailed, or faxed to
Parks & Trails New York by March 26, 2013. Winners will be
announced May 15, 2013.

Arthur V. Savage, 1926-2012, a major
loss for New York's parks and trails
Arthur V. Savage -- a
longtime PTNY Board
Member, leader, and
creative presence;
pioneer and influential
environmental lawyer
and policymaker;
Adirondacks climber,
hiker, rower, and
protector -- died in
December, age 86. This
is a great loss for the many organizations and governmental
bodies he was a part of and to which he made indelible
contributions.
To note that Arthur was the founding chair of the
Environmental Law Section of the New York State Bar
Association, a former leader of the Association for the
Protection of the Adirondacks and the Adirondack Park
Agency, a trustee of numerous philanthropies, and a practicing
attorney for almost 60 years barely scratches the surface of
his environmental and civic leadership and achievements. For
more than half a century he served on many public and private
organizations that helped shape environmental and
conservation policies and practices in New York.
Arthur was a tireless champion of New York's parks and trails,
always upholding the critical importance of protecting our
natural environment now and for future generations. His
commitment to the work of Parks & Trails New York will
continue to inspire us. We express our deepest condolences
to his wife Harriet, his children, grandchildren, and sisters.
New York's environmental movement has lost a true hero.
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and greenways, and to ensure
that these natural, recreational
and cultural treasures are an
integral part of the state's
economic, health, and
environmental strategies. See
our complete 2013 Advocacy
Agenda.

We're hiring: Development
Director
Are you up to the challenge of
working on a variety of
fundraising initiatives? Then
you might be the perfect
candidate for the Director of
Development position at PTNY.
Read the job description.

Join us for great cycling
this summer
Cycling the Erie Canal
July 7-14
Everyone's heard about it - this
is the year to be part of it! Join
PTNY for the 15th anniversary
Cycling the Erie Canal bike
tour. Meet people from all over
the world while getting to know
the Canalway Trail from Buffalo
to Albany on this 8-day, 400mile ride.
Cycling the Hudson Valley
July 30-August 4
Experience six fabulous bridge
crossings, art museums, historic
riverfront mansions, wineries
and more on the 9th annual
Cycling the Hudson Valley bike
tour, a six-day, 200-mile ride
from Albany to NYC.

In the New York Times - one of
PTNY's distinguished board
members
Long-time PTNY Board Member
Kent Barwick was the subject of
an admiring profile in the Times
on January 28. As president of
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New Yorkers for Active Transportation
(NY4AT) coalition keeps up pressure
NY4AT, of which PTNY is a co-leader, continues to call for
• a dedicated line in the 2013-14 state budget that will
assist communities with securing the resources to
continue to invest in complete streets and bicycle and
pedestrian projects
• assurance that all or a clearly established percentage of
the federal Transportation Alternatives funds would also
be dedicated to bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure.
Read NY4AT's letter to Governor Cuomo and Commissioner
McDonald, signed by 42 organizations.
NY4AT also sent a letter to the state's Metropolitan Planning
Organizations (MPO) urging them to not only dedicate their
Transportation Alternative funds to trails projects, complete
streets, safe routes to school, and bicycle-pedestrian
programs but also to utilize federal transportation program
funds from the Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP),
Surface Transportation Program (STP), and Congestion
Mitigation Air Quality (CMAQ) as additional sources of bicycle
and pedestrian infrastructure funding.

Legislative Breakfast kicks off Active
Transportation Advocacy Day March 13
The national advocacy group Transportation for America
(T4America) will kick off NY4AT's first advocacy day on March
13 with a program focused on making the most of Moving
Ahead for Progress in the 21st century" or MAP-21, the new
federal transportation legislation. We're inviting New York's
senators and assembly persons as MAP-21 has given states,
and therefore our legislators, much greater control over which
transportation programs will receive funding.
Hear the latest from Washington, while sharing breakfast with
lawmakers at Albany's Fort Orange Club. After breakfast, join
NY4AT in visiting key legislative leaders to make the case for
continued funding for active transportation by highlighting how
important trails, sidewalks, bike lanes, complete streets, and
safe routes to school programs are to the economy, quality of
life, and health of the citizens of your village and town. Preregistration is required for the breakfast and legislator
meetings.

Statewide trail counts yield impressive
results
In 2012, PTNY, in partnership with OPRHP and the NYS Trails
Council, worked with trail groups and advocates to conduct the
first statewide trail user count. In order to ensure data of the
highest quality, the more than 50 volunteers were trained in
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the Municipal Art Society, Kent
was instrumental in the 1970s in
saving from demolition Grand
Central Terminal, now
celebrating its 100th anniversary.
We're proud that Kent Barwick
is part of the PTNY family.

Welcome new staff
Jackie Mullen

Special projects intern Jackie
Mirandola Mullen is currently a
PhD student in Environmental
History at SUNY Albany. While
completing her B.A. at the
University of Notre Dame,
Jackie got hooked on using
history to figure out the best
formula for establishing new
parks in the future. She has
explored this theme in her
dissertation and in the marshes
of Cape Cod National Seashore,
where she has worked as a park
ranger. When not working or
writing, Jackie enjoys riding her
bicycle, hiking, canoeing, and
baking.

Rec Trail funding available for
2013
The NYS Office of Parks,
Recreation & Historic
Preservation plans on holding a
Recreational Trails Program
(RTP) grant round this year.
There will be over $2 million
available in funding. Although
details are not yet available,
start thinking about your
application now!

Park and trail projects get $20M
boost from state grants
The announcement of
Consolidated Funding
Application (CFA) grants
brought good news to many
park and trail projects around
the state. More than $24 million
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count procedures and assigned to conduct sample counts at
locations of their choosing on 14 of New York's multi-use trails
during the month of August.
Based on the data collected, PTNY estimated annual use at
each location using procedures established by the National
Bicycle and Pedestrian Documentation Project. The greatest
estimate of annual trail traffic volume was for the Hudson
Valley Rail Trail in Ulster County at over 650,000 persons.
Other popular trails include the Jones Beach Bikeway, the
Bethpage Bikeway, the Harlem Valley Rail Trail, and the
Robert Moses Trail near Niagara Falls. Overall, an estimated
2.2 million cyclists and pedestrians are using these trails
annually. But with hundreds of miles of multi-use trails
statewide, this is just the tip of the iceberg! Read the full
report.

Canalway Trail User Count: Glens Falls Feeder
Canal
This past
August,
volunteers from
the Feeder
Canal Alliance in
Glens Falls took
part in the eighth
annual
Canalway Trail
User
Count. Using the data collected by volunteers, PTNY
calculatedannual trail volume estimates of between
approximately 25,000 and 51,000 persons across three
sampling locations. Read Who's on the Trail? The Canalway
Trail User Count 2012.

PTNY launches technical assistance
program for State Park Friends groups
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was awarded to park and trail
projects through this process.
See PTNY's compiled list of the
grant recipients.

Safe Routes to School
awards announced
The New York State Department
of Transportation (NYSDOT)
has announced $26.5 million in
federal Safe Routes to School
(SRTS) funding for 64 project
sponsors to implement
infrastructure improvements and
public education campaigns
across the State to encourage
elementary and middle school
children to safely walk and bike
to school. A list of projects can
be found here.

Free software available for
non-profits
Do you crave the latest
technology for your organization,
but the cost is out of reach?
Tech Soup works to bridge the
gap between non-profits and
technology companies looking to
donate to worthy causes free or
reduced-price hardware and
software. Companies include
Adobe, Microsoft, and Dell. Join
for free and discover what may
be available to your non-profit.

New signage on Hudson Trail

Friends groups are invaluable partners in efforts to protect and
enhance New York's state park system. With parks still
experiencing significant underfunding, Friends organizations
are more important than ever in keeping our state parks and
historic sites inviting and welcoming places for visitors.
In order to build the capacity of Friends groups and strengthen
the community of park supporters, PTNY is launching a Park
Friends Technical Assistance Program, adding to our suite of
programs and resources available to Friends groups. Through
the program, PTNY staff will provide one-on-one technical
assistance and support to help strengthen Friends groups and
enhance their efforts to support state parks and historic sites.
Applications for assistance are due March 15. Learn more.
New signs went up on the
Hudson Trail in Clarence
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News from State Parks
Recovery from Sandy slow, but coming
State parks continue to
recover from the
destruction brought by
Superstorm Sandy. The
damage, still being
tallied, is estimated to be
about $120 million. Five
parks on Long Island
remain closed, but State
Parks expects to have
them reopened in time
for Memorial Day.
Repairs to the heavily damaged Jones Beach boardwalk
recently began. In his State of the State address, Governor
Cuomo vowed to restore Jones Beach, Robert Moses and
other state parks on Long Island and in NYC that were
devastated by the storm. Read PTNY's statement on the State
of the State.
In this photo: Superstorm Sandy left behind damage and debris at Jones
Beach State Park.

Sandy changes course for Trump on the Ocean
Donald Trump's controversial $24 million catering facility at
Jones Beach will not be built because of the damage to the
park from Superstorm Sandy and the possibility of future
storms. A New York Times editorial opined, "When summer
returns to Jones Beach, people will find hot sand, warm winds,
dunes and crashing waves - a world that a giant catering hall
could never improve."

2012 a renaissance for State Parks
Despite the devastation
wrought by Sandy, 2012
was in many ways a
banner year for the New
York State park system.
New York Works projects
brought improvements to
more than 50 parks and
historic sites, from
playgrounds and swimming pools to roads, bridges and
buildings. The improvements were noticed by visitors who
came in droves: visitation was over 60 million last year, up
from 58 million in 2011, and camping nights were up 36,000
from the year before. In addition, a new phone app was
launched, making information more accessible, and several
special events put state parks on a national stage. Here's to
keeping the momentum going for parks in 2013 and beyond!
In this photo: Camping at state parks last year was up 36,000 nights
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Fahnestock Memorial State Park
this past month. Volunteers put
the trail markers up near
Hubbard Lodge amid the frigid
winter temps, bringing the trail
that organizers hope will one
day stretch from Manhattan to
Mt. Marcy a few steps closer to
completion.

Statewide Conference
March 22
Community Partnerships to
End Obesity Disparities
Learn how unique partnerships
are affecting policy, systems,
and environmental changes to
prevent obesity and chronic
disease and encourage healthier
lifestyles in communities across
New York State. The conference
is hosted by Designing a Strong
and Healthy New York Coalition
(DASH-NY). For more
information, contact Martine
Edmund.

PTNY supports pedestrian
walkway for Letchworth
Read PTNY's comments in
support of including a pedestrian
walkway on the new rail bridge
planned for Letchworth State
Park.

Preserve New York grants
available for historic
structures and parks
Preserve New York funds are
available to municipalities and
nonprofits to undertake historic
structure and landscape reports
and cultural resource surveys
that can aid preservation efforts
in municipal parks. Grants range
between $3,000 and $10,000.
Application deadline is May 1,
2013. Applicants must first
discuss their potential project
with the appropriate
Preservation League of NYS
staff.
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Catskills rail trail proposal could be a
game-changer
In his 2013 Executive Budget, Ulster County Executive Mike
Hein proposed that a significant portion of the rail corridor
between Kingston and Belleayare Mountain be converted into
a rail trail when the lease between tourist railroad operator
Catskill Mountain Railroad and the County, which owns the
corridor, comes up for renewal. Governor Cuomo has already
earmarked $2 million for the trail in his Executive Budget.
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Connect with us
Visit our website

"By adding to the tourism magnet that is the Walkway Over the
Hudson, an interconnected U&D corridor with the O&W
corridor which runs along state Route 209, as well as the
Hudson Valley Rail Trail and the Walkill Valley Rail Trail,
Ulster County will be well on our way to creating the single
largest interconnected rail trail network in the state of New
York," Hein said.
The former Ulster and Delaware Railroad corridor, which runs
straight into midtown Kingston, ends less than a mile away
from the section of corridor that the Kingston Land Trust is
working to redevelop as a rail trail.
Through our Healthy Trails, Healthy People Program PTNY is
working with the Kingston Land Trust and its Rail Trail
Committee to engage the community in exploring the
feasibility of connecting existing rail trails outside the city to the
midtown area.

Give back to parks and trails: volunteer
opportunities

29 Elk St. Albany, NY 12207
(ph) 518-434-1583
(fax) 518-427-0067
www.ptny.org ptny@ptny.org

Canal Clean Sweep April 19-21
Volunteer to get the Canal and
Canalway Trail ready for
another great year. You can
help by taking part in the 8th
annual Canal Clean
Sweep April 19-21. You can
either host a local event, or let
us know if you'd be willing to join an event in your area. Each
event registered by March 1st will receive T-shirts for
volunteers!

I Love My Park Day - May 5
The first-ever I Love My Park
Day was a tremendous
success, with volunteers -including Governor Cuomo -pitching in to celebrate and
improve state parks and historic

file:///C:/Users/cgriffin/AppData/Local/Temp/Low/NAV20EUE.htm

9/2/2015

PTNY E-News: Governor Cuomo makes historic commitment to state parks

Page 8 of 8

sites all across the state. This
year's I Love My Park Day is
going to be even bigger and better. Join PTNY, State Parks,
and Friends groups on Saturday, May 5 as we help make our
state parks and historic sites even more magnificent. Online
registration will open in mid-March. Learn more.

Green tourism partners
Special thanks to the many tourism agencies that are lending
their generous support to PTNY's 2013 Cycling the Erie Canal
and Cycling the Hudson Valley bicycle tours: Albany County
Convention and Visitor's Bureau, Cayuga County Tourism,
Oneida County Tourism, Orleans County Tourism, Visit
Rochester, Montgomery County Tourism, Seneca County
Tourism, Visit Syracuse, Wayne County Tourism, Columbia
County Tourism, Rockland County Tourism, Dutchess County
Tourism, Ulster County Alive!, and Orange County Tourism.

Parks & Trails New York is a member of Earth Share New York, an
alliance of leading nonprofit environmental organizations. For more
information about workplace giving to Parks & Trails New York and
Earth Share, check out www.earthshareny.org.
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