The Empire State Trail

Promoting economic opportunity and healthy lifestyles for New Yorkers

A visionary trail network linking regions across the state
is within reach. The 2018 Executive Budget includes a
$53-million investment to build Phase 1 of the Empire
State Trail, an effort to create the nation’s most extensive
multi-use trail network. The project will benefit and be
available to all New Yorkers.
We are asking New York State Legislators to support
Governor Cuomo’s proposal because hiking and biking
trails provide a multitude of public benefits. They promote
healthy lifestyles, attract tourists and their spending dollars,
provide access to our magnificent parks and scenic open
spaces, stimulate job creation and enhance property values.
A completed Empire State Trail will serve as the backbone
of New York’s growing trail system, and ultimately weave
together to other trail initiatives in New York City, the
Hudson Highlands, the Southern Tier, Western New York,
the Great Lakes, and the Catskill and Adirondack parks.
As a first step toward this statewide vision, the
Empire State Trail will unite two celebrated trail systems—
the Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail and the Erie
Canalway Trail—that have received legislative support for
decades. The project will cost a total of $200 million over
three years, with this year’s budget commitment serving
as the initial down payment. This strategic investment will
inspire and spur local and regional trail initiatives across the
state and complement existing funding under the state’s
Environmental Protection Fund.

UNITING THREE TRAILS

*
*
*

The Hudson River Valley Greenway Trail is
more than 50 percent complete—143 of
the 260 miles of this multi-purpose route
linking Manhattan to Lake George are
available for recreation.
The Erie Canalway Trail, nearly 80 percent
finished, offers the prospect of a seamless
360-mile off-road trail connecting Albany
to Buffalo alongside the historic Erie Canal.
The Champlain Canalway Trail follows the
historic waterway for 62 miles from
Waterford to Whitehall, and is now more
than 30% complete as an off-road route.

ECONOMIC BENEFITS

*
*
*

Construction of the Empire State Trail is projected
to create an estimated 9.6 jobs for every $1 million
invested, adding to the state’s $62.5-billion tourism
economy.1
The Hudson River Valley Greenway currently
accounts for more than $21 million in economic
impact.1
The Erie Canalway generates an estimated $253
million from visitor spending and supports over
3,000 jobs.2

The Empire State Trail will span 750 miles and
offer the first uninterrupted route from Battery
Park at Manhattan’s tip north to Canada and
create a fully connected, off-road route from
Albany to Buffalo along the Erie Canal. The result
will enhance New York’s reputation as a premier
destination for outdoor recreation and heritage
tourism. The resounding success of other trail
projects—like Walkway Over the Hudson State
Historic Park, a flagship link in the Empire State
Trail—illustrates the tremendous opportunity for
all New Yorkers.
Increasingly, outdoor recreation—including hiking
and biking—are popular pastimes sought by
domestic and international visitors. Those using
the Empire State Trail will have access to New
York’s rich cultural and small-town attractions,
including overnight accommodations, restaurants, wineries, breweries, farmsteads and public
events. The anticipated route also will provide
connections to historic landmarks such as the
Theodore Roosevelt Inaugural Site in Buffalo,
Fort Ticonderoga in the Adirondacks, Olana State
Historic Site in Hudson, and Battery Park in New
York City.
This exciting initiative showcases New York State’s
unparalleled commitment to enhancing outdoor
recreation and transportation by expanding hiking
and biking activities that serve as the foundation
of a thriving adventure tourism industry driven by
our parks, recreational facilities, and trails.

1 • https://www.governor.ny.gov/news/governor-cuomo-presents-20th-proposal-2017-state-state-complete-empire-state-trail-2020
2 • http://www.ptny.org/application/files/2714/4604/5359/Economic_Impact_of_the_Erie_Canalway_Trail_Full_Document.pdf
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