NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
Climate change and related issues that impact the quality of our air, water, and land
threaten the state’s natural resources and access to the outdoors. Despite the headway
New York has made, there are significant issues to address, including sea level rise,
source water protection, land-use management, and air pollution.

OUR VISION
Permanent, sustained state funding for environmental programs, including
preservation and infrastructure
Open spaces preserved and stewarded for future generations to enjoy
A resilient coastline, with infrastructure prepared for weather related
disasters, flooding, and erosion
Standards and expectations for combating air pollution and dangerous gas
emissions upheld by state, national, and global legislation and agreements

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
2021 PRIORITIES
Reauthorize a $3 billion Environmental
Bond Act
Pass an environmental bond act as part of
the 2021 state budget, putting the
proposal before voters next year and
ensuring that the state loses no time
safeguarding against the threats of
climate change.
Ensure full and sustainable funding of the
Environmental Protect Fund (EPF)
Support a $300 million appropriation for
the EPF, addressing environmental needs
across the state, including land acquisition
and waterfront revitalization. Protect the
EPF against ‘raids’ used for unrelated or
extraneous finances by providing state
agencies with sustainable operations
funding.

Expand legislation that counteracts the
negative effects of single-use plastic
Supplement New York’s Bag Waste
Reduction Law’s list of “exempt bags,”
remove contradictory language allowing
“thicker” plastic bags, and continue efforts
to expand the NYS Bottle Bill to include
polystyrene containers and more singleuse plastic.
Outline procedure and implementation for
New York’s Climate Act
Develop an action plan that enables New
York to meet the clean energy and equity
screen expectations set in the Climate
Leadership and Community Protection Act
(CLCPA), as well as the Paris Agreement.
Partner with other environmentallyfocused organizations on issues of shared
priority
Join with partner organizations through
coalitions such as the Keep Protecting NY
Coalition, the Environmental Bond Act
Coalition, and others, and support
national efforts such as the Land and
Water Conservation Fund Coalition and
efforts by the Governor to coordinate
states as part of the U.S. Climate Alliance.

