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MEMORANDUM IN SUPPORT 
 

 
 
 

BILL NUMBER:  S. 5411 (Fuschillo) 
 
TITLE OF BILL:   An Act to amend the highway law, in relation to 
enabling safe access to public roads for all users by utilizing complete street 
design principles 
 
PURPOSE OR GENERAL IDEA OF BILL: The purpose of the bill is to 
design more complete streets that enable safe access for all users: bicyclists, 
public transportation vehicles and passengers, motorists, and pedestrians of 
all ages and abilities.  The legislation also recognizes that bicycle and 
pedestrian travel are integral to New York’s transportation system.  
 
This legislation would require bicycle and pedestrian accommodations to be 
included in the planning and development of state, county, and local 
transportation facilities, plans, and programs. Accommodations would 
include, but not be limited to, bicycle lanes, lane striping, and paved 
shoulders suitable for use by bicyclists, share the road signage, crosswalks, 
pedestrian control signals, curb cuts and ramps.   
 
STATEMENT OF SUPPORT:  A growing number of New Yorkers of all 
ages are looking for alternatives to the automobile, either because they have 
stopped driving, want to reduce their driving, or because they want to be 
more physically active.  Walking is an important travel option for all New 
Yorkers, and under the proper conditions it can provide a safe, healthy 
transportation alternative for carrying out daily activities.   
 
While trails are growing in popularity as a form of alternative transportation, 
the use of roadways is often necessary to complete a journey or negotiate 
trail gaps.  Therefore, safe and accessible roadways and sidewalks are a 
critical component of a fully functioning and universally accessible 
transportation system. 

 
The importance of livable communities that promote independence and 
mobility is an important factor when persons are deciding whether to remain 
in or move to New York State.  This legislation would bring positive change 
to state, county, and local transportation facilities, plans, and programs by 
also requiring consideration of all non-auto forms of travel as a routine part 
of project development.  This will bring more of a balance to our roads and 
make our communities safer and more livable for everyone. 
 
 
Parks & Trails New York strongly supports this bill .  


