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To the editor:

Parks & Trails New York, a statewide nonprofit organization, 

congratulates AdkAction for commissioning the recently released 

economic impact study comparing the cost and economic impacts of 
a tourist train and a 34-mile, multi-use trail between Lake Placid and 

Tupper Lake. We are pleased that the study estimates $1.2 million 

in annual net new spending associated with the trail. However, we 

believe that there are several factors not considered in the study 
that will generate even more spending and benefits from the trail 

than the study predicts.

The Placid-to-Tupper trail may very well follow the example of the 

Virginia Creeper Trail in southwest Virginia, one of the trails cited by 

Camoin Associates as similar in length and environment to the 

proposed Adirondack trail. A 2004 study found that primary-purpose 
day users - those who regard the Virginia Creeper Trail as a tourist 

destination and the main reason they come to the area - 

represented 78 percent of annual visitation. This was a much larger 

percentage than Camoin envisioned for the Adirondacks.

When we interviewed Holly Grady, director of the Sparta Area 

Chamber of Commerce, we found a similar situation for another trail 

cited by Camoin Associates. This is Wisconsin's 33-mile Elroy-Sparta 
Trail, which also utilizes an old railroad bed. According to Grady, 

almost 80 percent of the approximately 100,000 persons who use 

the trail each year reside outside the area.

We question why the Camoin study assumes the Adirondack trail will 

be used only on weekends in May, September and October. In fact, 

a multi-use trail is often one of the most important resources a 

community can have for extending the tourist season by several 
months, including intensive weekday use. Prime foliage months like 

September and October can be some of the most attractive months 

for bicycling tourists.

Our own experience indicates that on longer trips (more than two 

days) expenditures by cyclists can reach $200 to $300 a day. This 

can add up! A group of five, each spending $250 per day on a six-

day tour, would leave behind $7,500. Fifty such groups would bring 
in $375,000. What's possible? Missouri's 225-mile Katy Trail, one of 

the nation's oldest multi-use trails, draws 350,000 bicyclists 

annually.

With the growing popularity of bicycling and the lure of being the 

only long-distance, multi-use trail within the Adirondack Park, we 

believe the trail (unlike the tourist train) will be the primary-purpose 

attraction for a large number of visits because:

1) Bicycling is now the second-most-common form of outdoor 

recreation in the United States, according to a study by the Outdoor 

Foundation, with 60 million Americans enjoying the activity. More 
Americans bicycle than golf, ski and play tennis combined.

2) According to the U.S. Travel Association, 27 million Americans 

have taken a bicycling vacation in the past five years.
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The economic impact study has demonstrated that a trail connecting 

the Tri-Lakes region can produce a greater economic benefit than a 

tourist train. We anticipate these economic benefits will continue to 
grow as time passes.

Robin Dropkin

Executive director

Parks & Trails New York

Albany
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