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Good afternoonMy name is Laura DiBettana | amPark Program Director &arks & Trails

New York In 1985,Parks & Trails New Yorkvas founded to support the state park system, and

in the 25 year s s i nleadingorgamizatioravorkeng to preservetaiidie st at e
enhance a network ofks,trails and greenwayfer all New Yorkers for generations to come.
Ourinfluential reports and advocacy efforts have been critical to keeping parks and historic sites
open and protecting New Yorkoés natcesftmhk, r ecr e
you for the opportunity taommentodayon the proposed Executive Buddet Fiscal Year

20122013

New York State Parkd A 5-to-1 Return on Investment

New Yor k 6 systemi st ¢ hppamlkat i ondés ol dediagaa dat i ng t o
Reservation in 1889 he system, comprised of 178 parks and 36 historic sites, welcomes more

than55 million visitors annuallyToday, our state parkand historic sites are significant

economic drivers, whilalsostrengthemgNe w Y or k e r sitheserhariongtheira nd f
quality of life, andpresering invaluable landscapgscosystemand historic and cultural

treasures.

At a time when everyone is searching for ways to stimulatecthreoeny, to bring more money

andjobs into the state, the toumsdollars generated by parks are critical, especially to local
UpstateeconomiesAccording to a 2009 independent study commissioned by Parks & Trails

New York, the NYSParkSy st em boosts the stateddillitnconomy t



annually t h aat5to4 return on investmenkor every dollar the state invests in ek

system it gets back $5. Plus, the Statkk Bystem creates 20,000 j@bexclusive ofstate parks
employeesThe studyalsoshowed that about $744 million of visitor expendiéutéat is,

around40% of total visitor spendirfg comes from visitors living outside the communities i

which the parks are locatethis is money local businesses would not have without the presence
of the parks to attract visitors to the area.

This impact vas recognized by the Regional Economic Development Counoil® than $16
million was awarded to park and historic site projects, including projects at state parks and
historic sites, through the consolidated funding application process.

Most New Yorkershoweverdo nd think about these benefits. All they know is they love their
parks. And when parks were threatened with cloguredred of New Yorkers rallied to their
support. It is thanks ilargepart to that outpouring of suppérincluding supporfrom many of
youd that parkshave remained open

Support Proposed $89 Million forState Park Infrastructure Needs

Despite New Yorkodés | egacy as a | eader in park
importance to the st at eodrstatepaksanmamghroaically qual i ty
underfundedWhile the most visible threat to the park system came in 2010, when 88 parks and
historic sites were threatened with closure, the reaHenyg threat may very well be tipark
systemds crumird.i ng i nfrastruct

In November2006, Parks & Trails New York releasedfarks at a Turning Pointeport in

which we highlighted the many challenges facing the New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Pr eser voarouscapitall OPRHP) ,
projects baklog.Based on OPRHPOs anal ywidestateyarksicapibalv t h a't
projects backlog is more th&4 hllion. This includes critical safety repairs such as

rehabilitatingdams replagéng aging water and sewer lindsinging electrical systems into

compliance with fire codesnd repairing bridges, roads and swimming pools

Parks & Trails New Yorlcommendghe Governorfor recognizing theneed to reinvest in our

state park system as part of an overall strateggg@New Yor kés ecgandmy sust
create jobsWhat better way to show that New York is, in fact, open for busifiéssinfusion

of $89 million incapital funding to address infrastructure nesté8 state parks and historic

sitesis a smartnvestmat and a gredir st step in whaive hope will bea multiyear

revitalization of the state park system



In the m@st, challenging economic timaad the need to put people back to work, have resulted in
some of this nat i on 6 sstructure eohseustion aaccimproeemenme nt s i
From work done by the Civilian Conservation Corps on parks, roads, and bridges during the
Great Depression, to the construction of the
hard times have been easedrbyestment in infrastructure, with muchgbow in the endith

5,000 buildings, 604 bridges, 106 dams, and 8,000 campgrounds, the state park system has no
shatage of infrastructure needBhis investment in our state park system will create jobs, help
grow the stateods &ewnomy .k oasn gredicklsgpacyeemiainseroen s e
intact.

Support Executive Budget Proposal for OPRHP Operating Budget

The Gover nobudyealsgeall®fpra $ milion General Fundeduction in the p&s

budgetWe arepleased that the parks agency and the other environmental agencies weate not
disproportionately thisyeaGi v en t h e -bslionaldlla busigetrdefititt wapplaudhe
Governoro6s support f or ppartark sk betwekn welinantamedc ogni t
parks and economic growth

| would be remiss, however, if | did not acknowledge that the toll of the last few years will
continue to weigh heaviflhepak agencyo6s budget has be@&n cut
more than mnyagencied and it is operatingpdaywith 1500fewer staffthan it was in 2008

The state park operations budget has been on a downward slide for md® yleansand @rks

arebeing starveas a resujiwith reduced hourslays andseasondewer programsnd

workers,andless maintenanc@ot to mention fewer resources dedicatedainral resource

protection and the visitor experience

Support a Reinvestment in Our Parks

To continue to be welnaintained and inviting placésr the55 million plus visitors each year
parksmust receive an appropriate level of funding to maintain an adequate level of service and
address aging infrastructui&e urgethe Governor and the Legislature to continue their
commitment to revitalizing the statergaystem.

Of course, we understand the Goveraan d L e g iniambea one prierity ssddressinghe
budgetdeficit and we appreciate the magnitude of that challeBgein every crisis there are
opportunities and perhaps there are opportunities toegxplorenewways to revitalize our park
system

One option is taake a closer look at the role of pankd historic sitériends groups in the future
of our park systenThese nonprofit organizatiodsoftentimesmade up entirely of volunteérs



clear tails, paint buildings, build kiosks, lead interpretive programs, and raise significant money
for local park and historic site projecWhile their success should not allow the state to shirk its
responsibiliy to parks greater investment in these orgaations willserve to extenthe capacity

of the parks agenand put to good use already existing capacity in our state parks.

Another option we strongly support is the establishment of a new, dedicated funding stream for

the state park system. Modets publicprivate partnerships and dedicated faridingthat do

not require any new taxexist in other placest does not so muchmatter thesource of that

funding strear@ whether it § a pennysurchargdor disposablelasticbag,an Al Love NYS
Parls @icense plate supplementr a tax checloff for park® but that theres aunited

commitment to finding a way to turn arourétdecline of our park system.dedicated funding

stream for pdes can help revitalize the pasigstem and ensure its integrfor future

generationsWe should study the experience of other jurisdictions, combine it with New York

spunk and creativitydevelop the model that best suits New Y @Rkd get going

Letds find the opportuni t estassets, suchiasdursmagnificerds t i m
park g/stem, intact and flourishingarks & Trails New York looks forward to working with the

Senatethe Assemblyand the administration gerotectingand preservinghe legacy obur great

park system.

Support Exeautive Budget Proposal for the Environmental Protection Fund

Before | go | do want talsothank the Governor for preserving the budget of the Environmental
Protection FundePF)at | ast year dsahdvemhi of ab@BaAgmt hei Ba
We are especiallgratefulthat funding for state land stewardship and the municipal grark

program remained steady.

The EPF is the lifeblood of environmental funding in New York. The Fund suppuiitse

variety of programs that generate revenuea@ndte jobs in many sectors throughout the state.

The Legislature has shown staunch support for the EPF and helped maintain its idtegrity.
steeringc o mmi t t ee member of The FriendBakke& New Yor
Trails New Yorkjoinswith our partners in urging tHeegislatureand Governoto work together

this yearto develop astrategyby which the EPF can groim future yearsas the economy
continuestamproveL et 6 s continue to build on the momen
andenvironment.

Thank youagainfor the opportunity to testify.



